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Congratulations to the Winners of the 2009 Raffle Quilts!          
 

             
Kim Brosseau Laforest and her         Second Prize Quilt Winner    Third Prize Winner Jennifer Pagnutti 
husband are presented with the          Trudy Corvinelli 
First Prize Quilt by Betty Giffin 

First place winners are Kim Brosseau Laforest and her husband from 
Ottawa, Ontario (left photo).  The quilt they won is Dazzling Dahlia, a 
queen-size bed quilt featuring a central dahlia motif in tones of teal, pink, 
and purple, surrounded by fuschia bows, on a pale mint green background. 
The quilting and binding were done by Hennie Ross Palmer, a Victoria’s 
Quilts Canada member. This quilt was professionally appraised at $1280. 
 
The winner of the second quilt is Trudy Corvinelli of Russell, Ontario 
(centre photo). Trudy took home Radiant Stars, also a queen-size bed quilt, 
featuring radiant stars in shades of pink and green, highlighted by blue 
points on a burgundy background, with a blue flowered border. The quilting 
was done by Karine Chapleau of Karine’s Quilting Service, and bound by 
Hennie Ross Palmer. This quilt was appraised at $1200. 
 
Jennifer Pagnutti of Kanata, Ontario (right photo) won the third prize, Star 
Bright.  This is a lap-sized quilt of blue and green feathered stars on a 
cheery yellow background, with a blue flowered border. Quilting and 
binding were done by Ulana Perovic, a Victoria’s Quilts Canada member. 
This quilt was appraised at $450. 
 
Betty Giffin, founder of Victoria’s Quilts Canada, had the honour of 
presenting the three quilts to the winners.  “Our raffle plays a very 
important role in our fundraising efforts,” said Betty.  “We would like to 
thank all the people who purchased tickets; the volunteers who sold tickets, 
both publicly and privately; and the people and organizations who allowed 
us to sell tickets from their locations.  We’d also like to thank Ann Donaghy 
of Ann Donaghy Designs for donating the quilt tops,” she added. 

 

Winter 2010 
 
The Fact Quarter is 
produced by Victoria’s 
Quilts Canada to provide 
general information about 
VQC activities for 
members of VQC and the 
interested general public.  
For more information, 
contact 
betty@victoriasquiltscanad
a.com.   
 
Branch and Friends 
Groups leaders are asked 
to share this information 
with anyone in their groups 
who may not receive this 
newsletter by e-mail.  And, 
all recipients are asked to 
be mindful of whether they 
really need to print this 
document.  Hug a tree and 
read this newsletter online! 
  

Victoria’s Quilts Canada 
Comforting People with Cancer ~ Réconforter les personnes avec le cancer 



 
 
 
 
This year’s raffle raised over $6,000, which will help us continue providing physical and spiritual comfort 
to people with cancer in Canada -- one quilt at a time! 
 
We will be holding a raffle in 2010, so please visit again to get the details and make sure you get your 
tickets. 
 
Again, congratulations to Kim Brosseau Laforest, Trudy Corvinelli and Jennifer Pagnutti.  
 
Victoria’s Quilts Canada Benefits from Grants   
 
While most of our funding comes from private donations, often from the friends and family of quilt 
recipients, we were very pleased to receive three grants this year. 
 
As they have done for many years, Fabricland Distributors gave us a grant for $10,000.  While we are 
fortunate to receive donations of cotton fabric to make the quilt tops, we must usually purchase the 
flanellette and batting for the middle and bottom layers, as well as other required supplies.  Fabricland’s 
generous gift will help us with these required purchases. 
 
We were also very pleased to be selected as one of the winners of a $10,000 grant from Kraft/Maxwell 
House.  You may have seen Maxwell House’s advertisements on TV, where they invited community 
organizations to submit applications for a portion of the $250,000 that would normally have been spent 
on producing and airing one advertisement.  Lucky for us that we saw the ad, submitted an application in 
December 2008, and were chosen as one of 25 winners.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 And, we were also very pleased to receive a grant 
from the Canadian Million Dollar Table Foundation in 
the amount of $1,611.65.  Deborah Wood (centre in 
photo) of Toronto nominated Victoria’s Quilts Canada 
and presented the cheque to Kathy Yach (right) and 
Heather Hannaford (left) in November.   
 
The Canadian Million Dollar Round Table 
Foundation awards grants annually to a variety of 
charities in communities across Canada.  Funded by 
top life insurance professionals, the Foundation 
awards up to $5,000 per request to worthy charitable 
projects recommended by Foundation members. 

 
While we are pleased to be considered winners by these very generous organizations, we know that the 
real winners are the people with cancer who will receive a quilt they may otherwise not have received, 
and whose lives are perhaps a little brighter in the knowledge that they are not alone.  And, it’s important 
to remember that these people could be anywhere in Canada – they will receive their quilts from the local 
branch office, or from the National Office if they live in an area not served by a branch office. 
 
To all of the granting organizations, we offer a very sincere Thank you.  Without the support of such 
generous corporate donors, we would not be able to continue to satisfy the demand for our quilts.     
  
 
 

 



Oohs and Ahhs 

     

Sheila Estabrooks            Betty Giffin                       Carole Noel-Mills             Gayle Duggan                  Peggy McGill 
 
We were ooh-ing and ahh-ing at the gorgeous fashions presented at our annual fashion show by 
Joanne’s of Westgate Mall.  The show was held on Saturday, October 31, 2009 at Barrhaven United 
Church in Nepean.  This year’s show was a great success, MC’d by Joanne, herself.  The fashions were 
modeled by several fearless models, who were “volun-told” from the ranks of our volunteers.   Besides 
being treated to coffee/tea and dessert, our 75 guests were also able to bid on art and gift items at the 
silent auction.  
 
All together, the event raised about $1,000, which will help us continue our work.   
 
A special thank you to Joanne’s of Westgate Mall for their support in presenting their fashions. Another 
fashion show is planned for 2010, so check back often for details.  
 
2009 Quilt-a-Thon    
 

                        
 
                                     
 
In answer to your questions, the answer is -- 136!  That’s the number of quilts that 107 people made in 
one day, on Saturday October 17, 2009, at the Orleans United Church in Orleans.  And, together with the 
31 quilts that were dropped off during the day, our shelves were stocked with a total of 167 new quilts 
that were available for distribution.   
 
Our 107 volunteers worked hard (and laughed even harder) through cutting, ironing, sewing and quilting.  
We offer our sincere thanks to them all, and to all the people who helped organize the event.   
We’d also like to thank our many corporate sponsors, without whose support our ongoing work would not 
be possible.  
 
Stay tuned for information on the 2010 Quilt-a-Thon! 
 
 
 



Welcome to Harrowsmith Branch in Godfrey, Ontario 
 
A very warm welcome to Harrowsmith Branch, in Godfrey, Ontario.  The 11 member group will be led by 
Laurie Scala, who has been sewing for more than 35 years, and who was previously a member of our 
Bolingbroke Branch.  Laurie approached the owner of the local quilt shop, Wilton Fabrics in Harrowsmith, 
who very enthusiastically offered space and equipment for the group to meet, pin, sew, and store their 
supplies.  The branch members, who have been meeting since last summer, have extensive sewing and 
quilting experience.  The branch has started fundraising and plans to advertise in the local community 
paper.  No doubt, both activities will increase their visibility in the community at large, and will encourage 
more people to join the group. 
 
Once again, our congratulations to VQC’s 23rd branch!” 
 

               
A few of the members (l to r) Jodie, Laurie, Shelley, 
June and Virgina………                               ..and Judy and the quilt she donated                        
 
 

 

 
Calling All Branches and Groups! 
 
Do you have something that you’d like to publish 
in the The Fact Quarter?  Perhaps an 
interesting story, or tidbit of info?  Perhaps you 
sponsored an event in your branch that 
generated unexpected masses of funds?  Would 
you like to share your expertise with other 
branches and groups? 
 
Then, please drop me a line at ulana@magma.ca 
and let me know about your ideas, or what you’d 
like to see covered in your newsletter.   
 
Please do not send me photos, as I cannot, at 
this time, deal with a large volume of photos.  But 
we will soon be establishing an Intranet site, 
where you will be able to upload your photos.  An 
Intranet site is a portion carved out of our Internet 
Website that is accessible only to VQC members.  
When you load your photos to the Intranet site, 
I’ll be able to move them from the private Intranet 
site to the public Internet site, along with a 
caption, or brief information. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you! 
Ulana@magma.ca 

The “Any and Every Occasion” Card 
 
Do you need to send someone a card for their birthday, 
hospital stay, illness, anniversary or other (hopefully 
happy) event?  Would you like to recognize someone for 
a good deed they’ve done?   
 
Rather than fretting over what to get for the person who 
already has everything they need, you can honour them 
by giving them an In Your Honour card.  The card, which 
sells for $5, contains the message that a donation has 
been made in their honour to Victoria’s Quilts Canada.  
Your donation is the $5 purchase price of the card.  And, 
you can dictate any message you would like conveyed on 
the card and we will send the card out with your 
message.  Or, you can buy the card, write the message 
yourself and send it out.  
 
The person receiving your card will appreciate the fact 
that you thought of them.  And, Victoria’s Quilts Canada 
will appreciate the $5 donation.  And, if the person 
receiving your In Your Honour card does have 
everything they need, they’ll also appreciate not receiving 
another gift that will take up residence in an unused 
closet or drawer.  It’s a win-win-win situation for all!   
 
Pick up several cards and have them on hand when the 
need arises.  The cards can be ordered from Victoria’s 
Quilts Canada by calling (613) 843-9212. 



H1N1 
 
The little bit of nonsense in the box to the right is just a way of introducing a more 
serious subject, that being the Swine Flu, or H1N1 as the health professionals 
prefer to call it (or “Heinie” as it’s being called in La Belle Province).  The flu is a 
very contagious infection of the respiratory tract.  And, while some professionals 
believe the worst of the pandemic has passed, we’re offering the following 
suggestions to protect ourselves, both as individuals, and as an organization. 
 
Prevent  
• Wash your hands with soap and warm water.   
• Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
• Cough and sneeze into a tissue, or the bend of your elbow. 
• Clean your environment, especially in the kitchen and bathroom:  hands, 

telephone, doorknob, dishes or handrail. 
 
Protect 
If you, or anyone in your home, is sick: 
• PLEASE stay at home, and do not infect other people.  
• Plan ahead.   

o If you deliver quilts, please let your coordinator know, so that other arrangements can be made 
to deliver the quilts. 

o If you are a group leader, can someone else in your group organize your meeting?  Can you 
provide hand sanitizers for your members to use? 

o If you are a sewer, working at home, we know you are a very conscientious group of people. 
You may have some symptoms, but not to the point of being bed-ridden, and your fingers may 
still be itching to sew a seam or cut a pattern.  Alas, no kit at home to work on?  Plan ahead, 
and have one or two kits at home to keep you busy while you’re slurping the hot toddies.  (And 
make sure it’s the fabric you’re cutting, not your fingers!)   

o And, it’s extra important that finished quilts be washed after your contagious period is over. 
 
Isn’t all this common sense?  Yes!  But sometimes we indulge ourselves by (naively) believing that we 
are indispensable and that the organization will falter without us.  And, sometimes, we need just a little 
reminder to use our better judgment. 
 

Calling all Students in Ottawa!! 
 
Do you know of any students who are looking for 
some volunteer hours to count towards their high 
school graduation?  We may just have the ticket they 
need! 
 
We’re looking for a few students to help us with 
picking up donations of fabric.  We’re fortunate that 
we receive a princely pile of fabric from various 
sources:  stores, people’s homes, etc., that we use in 
making quilts and tote bags.  But in order to make 
effective use of the donations, we have to collect the 
fabrics into one location.  A student who could pick 
up the fabrics and drop them off at a central location 
would be a great help.  If you know of someone who 
has access to a car, is reliable, and would like to 
earn volunteer hours, please ask them to contact 
Kathy Panagapko at (613) 521-7883.   

  
 

What a crazy quilt!  Unscramble 

these quilt-related words: 
 
1. cigriafnnte _________________________ 
 
2. asitkb ____________________________ 
 
3. heblimstemlen _____________________ 

4. emas wanelolac ____________________ 

5. roebrimyde solfs ____________________ 
 

Question: 
 
What is the 
difference between 
the Bird Flu and the 
Swine Flu?   
 

Answer:  
 
For Bird Flu you 
need tweet-ment, 
and for Swine Flu 
you need oink-ment!  
 
(Feel free to indulge 
in a  few groans at 
this point.) 



 

And, from time to time we do receive calls from students (and from their parents) in Ottawa who may not 
qualify for the fabric pick-up job, but who are nevertheless looking to earn volunteer hours.  We have 
organized a number of youth groups, where students tie quilts.  This provides mutual benefit:  students 
will earn hours, and VQC will get a greater number of quilts finished more quickly.  If your student’s 
highschool is interested in such an initiative, please contact us at (613) 843-9212 for more information.     

 

Just the Stats, Ma’am! 
 

Here are a few numbers for you to throw around:  the 
numbers of quilts shipped since 1999.  
 

What the chart does not show is the breakdown 
of quilts delivered by the National Office and the 
individual branches.  As the sizes and strengths 
of each group vary greatly, this would be similar 
to comparing apples and oranges.  However, the 
split between the National Office and all the 
branches is currently running at about 50/50:   
about half the quilts being delivered are shipped 
by the National Office, and the other half is 
delivered by the branches.  
 

These numbers are very impressive, indeed, and 
you can all take a bow for your efforts and your 
contribution.  And, we need also to keep in mind 
that different people contribute in different ways.  
While the bottom line (e.g., the number of quilts   

shipped) is our primary purpose, there are many people whose contribution has little to do with actual 
quilt production:  quality controllers, packers, events coordinators,  office help, quilt deliverers, letter 
writers, fundraisers, and kitchen sous-chefs, among others.  Let’s not underestimate the importance of 
these often-forgotten workers, and give them a round of applause as well.  After all, their input is the 
grease that keeps the machinery of quilt making humming along.  
 
 
 

 
 

Quilts Delivered 

by Year 

Average Quilts 

Per Month 
 
1999 

 
16 

 
1 

2000 36 3 
2001 458 38 
2002 694 57 
2003 930 77 
2004 1149 95 
2005 1604 133 
2006 2392 199 
2007 2724 227 
2008 3294 275 
2009 3762 313 
Subtotal 
’99 – ‘09 

 
17059 

 

     Name That Block!  Can you name these common blocks? 
 
 

1. ______________________      2._______________________ 

      3. _______________________     4._______________________ 



Introducing ….. Victoria! 
 
We have been asked in the past "Who is Victoria?" and of course we 
talk about Victoria Ann Morrison, who was the inspiration for Victoria's 
Quilts.  But, here in Canada, we have another Victoria and we are very 
pleased to introduce her to you.  She is the very lovely doll, handmade 
by members of the board of Victoria’s Quilts Canada.  And, she can go 
home with you for the very reasonable, and recently reduced, price of 
$10 if you pick her up in person, or $16 if we mail her to you.   
 
Vicky is just waiting for her new owners to claim her and put her in a place of honour in their sewing 
room, where she can survey her new realm and revel in her new surroundings!  Wouldn’t you like to be 
the very proud, new owners of Victoria? 
 
Perhaps your family or friends will surprise you with your very own Victoria for Valentine’s Day, or your 
birthday, or Mother’s Day.  But in order for that to happen, you’ll have to tell them to go to our website, 
www.victoriasquiltscanada.com, click on Donate and scroll down to Purchase Merchandise. 
 
And while they’re visiting our website, they can also have a peek at our other merchandise available for 
purchase:  the lovely Daffodil Fairy Pattern ($20 + $4 S&H) or Daffodil Fairy Kit ($38 + $6 S&H) and the 
Maple Leaf Kit ($10 + $2.50 S&H). 

 

Where’s Betty? 
 
Betty has been a busy lady lately with speaking 
engagements and media interviews that are part of 
the promotional activities around the Maxwell 
House grant.  Ottawa-area residents may have 
seen the article about Victoria’s Quilts Canada in 
The Ottawa Citizen on Saturday, January 2.  In 
case you missed it, we’ve reprinted it here.  Betty’s 
interview on A Morning TV has already aired, and 
an interview with CJOH TV will be broadcast soon.  
Stay tuned! 
 
 

 

Secure Credit Card Donations 
 
Your friends and family can securely use their 
credit card online to make a donation to 
Victoria’s Quilts Canada.  Canada Helps is an 
organization that manages and processes 
credit card donations to various charitable 
organizations.  Donors just need to visit our 
site, www.victoriasquiltscanada.com, click on 
Donate, and then on the Canada Helps link.  
That will take them to the Canada Helps 
website, a secure forum where they can use 
their credit card to offer their support for our 
work. 
 



Check Us Out! 
 
… in the February/March 2010 issue of the Quilt Magazine.  We 
were thrilled when Cynthia Van Hazinga, the Feature Editor, 
contacted us to write a feature article.  Quilts That Soothe appears 
on page 98, in the quilting friends segment. 
 
Featured in the photo, left to right, are Lorraine Norstrum, Sue 
Kingwell, Karen Derousie and Trudy MacDonald.  The two quilts 
were made by Lorraine Pigeon and Ulana Perovic, both of the 
Ottawa Centretown group. The print in the article is probably too 
small to read easily, so you’ll just have to pick up your own copy of 
the magazine.  But you’ll have to hurry – although they are still 
available at local bookstores and magazine kiosks, they are going 
quickly! 
 
Of Interest 
 
Just an update on the Poster and Video that we are producing. 
 
Last year, we asked the branches and the Ottawa-based group leaders for feedback on the poster.  The 
purpose of the poster is to encourage people to volunteer with Victoria’s Quilts Canada, either as a 
sewer/quilter, or in one of the many other positions that needs to be filled. The poster is currently being 
printed, in English and French, on 8½” x 11” paper.  It will also have a blank space at the bottom where 
branch and group leaders can attach a tear-off strip with a name and phone number for more 
information.  The posters can be distributed and placed where volunteers congregate – the local 
Fabricland, Giroux’s, churches, grocery stores, etc.  
 
Thank you to Brehon Trade Ltd. and Milan Printing, both located in Ottawa, for their generous support in 
the past.  Their graphics art work and printing service ensures that Victoria’s Quilts Canada can expand 
its promotional activities. 
 
The video is also nearing completion.  What started as a 2- to 3-minute production has grown to nearly 8 
minutes!  (I guess we have a lot to talk about!)  Thanks to the very creative efforts of Norm Berketa 
Productions Inc. of Ottawa, we will soon have a video that you’ll be able to show at a local quilt or craft 
show.  The DVDs are currently being pressed and will be ready for distribution soon. 
 
The poster and DVD will be distributed together to the branches and Ottawa-based groups within the 
next few weeks.  Another, very significant, addition to your promotions arsenal.    
 

  Give up on the Quilting Questions?  (Here are the answers!) 
 

Unscramble      Name That Block 
1. interfacing      1.  Amish Basket 
2. batiks       2.  Attic Window 
3. embellishment      3.  Flying Geese 
4. seam allowance     4.  Irish Chain 
5. embroidery floss  


