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2017 Annual General Meeting
Another year has gone by, as
has VQC’s Annual General
Meeting. This year, the event
took place on Saturday, May
13, 2017 at Julian of Norwich
Anglican Church in Nepean,
Ontario. Thirty-two VQC
members attended, including
representatives from eight
National Friends Groups and
four Branches: Harrowsmith,
Branch members from Harrowsmith, Kemptville,
Kemptville, Laurentian, and
West Nipissing/Sturgeon Falls. Laurentian and West Nipissing/Sturgeon Falls
who attended the Annual General Meeting
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Betty Giffin, founder of VQC, welcomed everyone
before offering a prayer and turning the floor
over to Blanche Dunn, VQC’s President. Blanche
thanked everyone for coming. She then reviewed
our accomplishments over the past year and said
that the Branch levy introduced in 2016, to share
administrative costs across VQC, has provided a
firm financial structure for us to continue our
work.
Other meeting highlights included acceptance
of the 2016 annual report and re-election of the
current Board for another year. Two of the quilts
that will be prizes in the National Office’s annual
quilt raffle this fall were also presented.

Two quilts that will be prizes
in the National Office’s
annual raffle

Lastly, Board members responded to questions
on topics such as the availability of translation
services, scope of our insurance coverage and quilt sizing.
The meeting then adjourned so that members could stay
behind and chat further.
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Membership matters
Over the past several months, VQC
has completed several initiatives

new Membership Secretary,
Patty Mitchelmore, has worked
diligently to update our member
information and enter it into a new
database on Volgistics, an online
membership management system.
This database provides VQC with
a more accurate picture of its
members and makes it easier to
communicate with everyone when
information needs to be passed on.
To ensure its accuracy, please send
all new membership forms to
Patty. Please also let her know
when individuals are no longer

members so that their names can
be removed from the database.
This database has allowed VQC to
issue membership cards. The cards
were printed in June and issued to
everyone who had a valid membership form on file at the National
Office. In most cases, they were
distributed via the Branch and
National Friends Group Coordinators. Cards for individuals not
belonging to a group will be either
hand-delivered or mailed.
This card can be used to identify
you as a VQC member when
delivering quilts and makes it
possible for your Coordinator to

negotiate discounts with local suppliers. For example, Ron’s Fabrics
in Cornwall, Ontario has agreed to
give a 10% discount (regular priced
items only) to everyone showing
the card at his store.
Finally, VQC now has a Members
Only website that provides useful
information such as forms, policies
and procedures as well as useful
tips for when making quilts.

Where we stand
VQC’s quilt delivery statistics keep
on going up due to the increasing
number of quilt requests we receive.
As of May 31, 2017, we had sent
out 3,141 quilts to all areas of
Canada this year and 57,586 quilts
since starting in 1999. We now
deliver about 628 quilts each month.

Approximately 40% of these are
sent out by the National Office,
the remainder by the Branches.
The number of quilt requests we
receive each month varies, ranging
from 565 in April 2017 to a high of
654 in November 2016. Sometimes,
this causes a backlog at the National
Office. When that happens, we are
grateful for the aid of our Branches
who are able to help clear it out.
Donations to VQC are also growing,
particularly by way of our online
donation page on the CanadaHelps
website. These donations have
increased dramatically since our
new website was launched in 2015,
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as you can see in the graph. This
year alone, we had received $17,352
by the end of May; at this time last
year, the amount was $16,108.
Donations made this way are most
appreciated as CanadaHelps issues
tax receipts for us.
These donations are just a small
part of the total funding we receive.
Other donations come in by phone
and by mail. The National Office and
its Branches also hold numerous
fundraising events throughout the
year. So far, we’ve managed to
cover our costs. To ensure that we
can continue to prosper, additional
sources of revenue, such as grant
funding, are under investigation.

www.victoriasquiltscanada.com
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL
This section includes news from the
National Office news as well as its
Friends Groups who make quilts.
With the establishment of a new
Friends Group in Cumberland, the
National Office now oversees 22
such groups in its local area. This,
and the earlier creation of a Friends
Group in Casselman, has revealed
the need to develop procedures for
setting one up. Work is now underway on this task.
A new Communications Policy has
been developed that provides infor-

mation on many topics, including
the need to apply the VQC brand
consistently across all materials.
Once approved by the Board of
Directors, it will be posted on our
Members Only website and distributed to the Branch Coordinators.
Lastly, Sherry Woodburn, owner
of The Wholesale Outlet, has once
again donated $500 to VQC from
the proceeds of her latest Fashion
for Compassion event that took
place on April 8, 2017. VQC wishes
to thank Sherry for her continued
support.

Washing quilts
We need your help. Please avoid
using single-dose laundry products such as pods, tablets and
PowerCore Pacs, as they contain
chemicals and scents that are
not appropriate for people with
environmental sensitivities.
These products also contain far
too much detergent for washing
quilts one a time and leave a
residue on the quilt that takes
several washes to remove.
Finally, please don’t use fabric
softener or dryer sheets, as
these can trigger allergies.

National quilt packers  productivity champs
Did you know that the National
Office Quilt Packing Team typically
packs and sends out over 50 quilts
every Tuesday, in one two-hour
session? And that’s not all they do!
Led by our Quilt Packing Coordinators, Donna Garbutt (summer) and
Nicky LaBrosse (winter), six quilt
packers also check the quality of
the quilt and remove lint prior to
packing. To each package they add
a VQC bookmark and a handwritten
gift card with the recipient’s name,
requestor’s name, and a personal
message, if provided. If a quilt has
a matching bag, it too is included.
Quilts earmarked for local hand
delivery are put in a white paper
gift bag then covered with tissue
paper and the handles tied with

a decorative ribbon. The bags are
then handed over to the local quilt
delivery volunteers. Quilts that are
mailed to places in Canada not
served by a VQC Branch go out via
Canada Post using special mailing
envelopes and pre-printed labels.
A key team member in the efficient
completion of these tasks is Liz
Johnston, who prepares all of the
paperwork and labels prior to each
week’s session.
The number of quilt requests filled
in a week varies and can sometimes
exceed 100. At other times, there
aren’t enough quilts available and
a backlog results. This is often true
for men’s quilts, and when that
happens, the word goes out to our
quilters.

www.victoriasquiltscanada.com

Quilt packing team (left to right): Norma
McCartney, Donna Garbutt, Anneliese
Villeneuve, Peggy McGill, Nicky LaBrosse,
Ouida Boucher, Marie-France Horton.
Absent: Margit Cholowski, Liz Johnston

These hard-working ladies have a
sixth sense about what quilt will
best fill a particular request. As
Donna puts it, “We all get a charge
when a quilt with something unique
is requested and, lo and behold, we
actually have one on the shelf that
meets it perfectly.” That’s what you
call being attuned!
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THE BRANCH CORNER
Obtaining grant funding to support
VQC’s quilt-making efforts is timeconsuming, but worthwhile, as two
of our Branches have discovered.

For instance, VQC-Victoria submitted
an application to the Victoria Foundation in 2016 and was awarded a
$2,000 grant in late November to
help them make more quilts.
VQC-Neepawa also received grant
funding in 2016, the most recent
being a $1,500 grant in December
from the Beautiful Plains Community
Foundation. It was used to purchase
flannel and batting to complete
several quilts.

What’s in a name…
To avoid confusion with Victoria’s
Quilts, our American counterpart,
please refer to us as Victoria’s
Quilts Canada, or VQC, when
talking with the media. Branches
should identify themselves in
the following manner: Victoria’s
Quilts Canada-Halifax Branch or
VQC-Halifax, for short. The media
often do not know the difference
between the two organizations.
They should be made aware
that there are two completely
separate entities and we are the
ones serving Canada.
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Grants are a valuable source of
funding that VQC has barely tapped
into. Consequently, the National
Office has set up a Funding Applications Committee to identify
suitable funding agencies that
National, and the Branches, could
apply to. We will report on their
progress in a future newsletter.
VQC has also created a new Supporters page on its website where
agencies that award grants to our
organization can be acknowledged.

On another note, two new Branchrelated stories were recently posted
on our website in the News section:
▪ New Branch opens in Halifax
▪ Friends of VQC-Moncton gather
to sew quilt tops
Do you have something that
you’d like to publish in The Fact
Quarter? Perhaps an interesting
story or event in your Branch? If
you would like to share it with our
members, please send it to
news@victoriasquiltscanada.com

Feedback from quilt recipients
thank you messages from quilt recipients. A few
recent ones are published below. If you’d like to read others, please
visit the Guestbook on our website.
"Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt sent to my friend. She is at
a very difficult time in her treatment and was overwhelmed with the
quilt. You have made a difference.”
"Many, many thanks to your organization and the volunteers who
participate in making the beautiful quilts. Today I received one. It is a
wonderful feeling to know others care so much and share their time
and talents."
"Today, a lovely woman presented a quilt to my brother. He was very
surprised and grateful for the gift. Tomorrow, he goes for surgery and
this act of kindness has softened the harshness of this cancer ordeal.
Thank you to all the volunteers and donors who made this possible."
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