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Message from the Founder
The year 2015 was a year of change, both personally
and with Victoria’s Quilts Canada (VQC). As you read
through the reports, you will notice both small and large
changes as our organization continues to grow. With any
change, there are growing pains, but we are weathering
them with grace and dignity.
As I sit at my computer, writing this message, I have just
learned of our friend Ulana Perovic’s passing. Ulana was
a member of the Board of Directors until her cancer
would no longer let her. This event has brought out very
clearly the message of what we do. Like many of our
volunteers that come to us after having received a quilt
during their battle with cancer, they want to pass that
warmth along to others.
Sometime in the spring of this year, we will deliver
our 50,000th quilt. Fifty thousand! That’s a lot of fabric,
batting and flannel. It’s also a lot of cutting, pressing and
stitching. And a lot of people who care about others!
God bless and hugs!
Betty Giffin
Founder
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Mission Statement
The mission of Victoria's Quilts Canada is to provide handmade quilts
to people with cancer in Canada. By providing these quilts,
we hope to bring physical comfort to those dealing with cancer,
as well as spiritual comfort in knowing they are not alone in their struggle.

Quilt Delivery Statistics

1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

-

16
36
458
694
930
1,149
1,604
2,392
2,724
3,294
3,760
4,175
4,910
5,571
5,827
5,213
5,968

Total to December 31, 2015  47,883
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VQC Branches across Canada
A VQC Branch is a group from a defined geographical area that is established to make and
distribute quilts within their own community. Their quilts are also sometimes distributed to other
communities in support of the National program. The Branch administers its own affairs in
accordance with VQC policies and procedures.
VQC has 24 Branches across Canada. Feel free to contact and join one in your area. If there is no
group in your area, and you would like to start one, please contact our Branch Coordinator or
phone (613) 843-9212.

Alberta
Calgary
Okotoks
Sundre
British Columbia
Victoria
Manitoba
Neepawa
New Brunswick
Moncton
Nova Scotia
Tantramar

Ontario
Golden Lake
Harrowsmith
Kawartha Lakes
Kemptville
North Bay
Pakenham
Portland
Renfrew
Sudbury
Waterloo/Wellington
West Nipissing/Sturgeon Falls
Woodstock/Oxford

Prince Edward Island
Tignish
Quebec
Laurentian/Arundel
Shawville
Saskatchewan
Climax
Moosomin
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Board of Directors
Marlene Cox
Marlene joined Victoria’s Quilts Canada (VQC) in the fall of 2012 after retiring from teaching. She
first heard about VQC after receiving a quilt while undergoing treatment for breast cancer in 2010.
This quilt, which had been requested by her United Church Women’s group, encompassed all the
support and caring she had received from friends, family, and community. Marlene joined the
Board of Directors in May 2013 and is the National Friends Groups Coordinator.

Blanche Dunn
Blanche has been with VQC almost since the beginning. Her duties as the Coordinator of Friends
Groups for National Office for so many years allowed her the opportunity to get to know many of
our volunteers personally. She continues to be the “Keeper of the Stash” and never gets tired of
seeing the variety of wonderful fabrics our quilters continue to donate. She has been a member
of the Board of Directors since the start of VQC. Her two years’ experience as the Vice-President
involved helping Betty in a variety of capacities. Blanche became the new President in April of 2008.

Betty Giffin
Betty is the founder of VQC and stepped down from the Board of Directors several years ago to
ensure herself that the organization was well established and did not need her leadership to thrive
and grow. She has certainly been proved right in this regard. In the spring of 2015, Betty took on
the role of liaising with Heartwood House, the location of our National Office. In this role, it was
necessary for her to be able to made decisions on behalf of VQC and she thus returned to the
Board to ensure she is always in possession of the most current information. She also holds the
position of Membership Secretary, which helps her stay in contact with our volunteers.

Joan Foster-Jones
Joan was introduced to VQC in the fall of 2008 by one of the members of her church quilting
group. In December 2012, that friend convinced her to take over as Secretary of the Board after
retiring from the position of church bookkeeper. In her working life, Joan was a Kindergarten
teacher and school choir director. In her “spare” time, she has sung in a variety of choirs and has
designed and sewn costumes for Orpheus. This spring she worked on the costumes for the
student opera at the University of Ottawa. She became the Branch Coordinator in June of 2014
after serving 1½ years as Secretary of the Board.

Michelle Gagnon
Michelle signed up with VQC in April 2014 after retiring from a 30-year career as a federal
government communications officer. She was looking for a way to use her skills in a volunteer
capacity and get back to her first passion, working with fibre and fabric. Hearing about the 2014
Gayle Madely Memorial Quilt-a-thon, she decided to participate and was so inspired by the
purpose and enthusiasm of those who attended that she signed up with VQC. She became a
member of the Board of Directors in May 2014 and is the Communications Director.
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Shirley Gay
Shirley joined VQC as a member of the Stittsville Friends Group in September 2012. She retired as
Clinical Director at the Ottawa Hospital in March 2012, having worked 43 years as a Registered Nurse.
She had first-hand experience in the value and comfort of a VQC quilt, as she was diagnosed with
breast cancer in December of 2012. Her “blanket” went to every treatment with her, providing her
comfort and support. She was elected to the Board of Directors in May 2014 and is the Secretary
to the Board of Directors.

Martine Genest
Martine began working with VQC in 2013 after retiring from a 35-year career in the federal public
service in various administrative and procurement positions. Martine is the Donations Officer for
VQC as well as the backup for the mailing labels. She joined the Board of Directors in 2014 and is
the National Treasurer.

Judy Lancaster
Judy began working with VQC in June 2012 after a 20-year career in teaching. She always been
active in the community with a variety of non-profit organizations and, with her husband, operated
a pick-your-own strawberry farm for 25 years. She served as Treasurer in 2013 but stepped down
recently to take over the duties of bookkeeper for VQC.

Kathy Yach
Kathy began working with VQC in 2005 following her retirement as Director of City View Centre for
Child and Family Services. She has been involved in a number of non-profit organizations over the
years and brings with her a wealth of knowledge. She was a Trustee with the Ottawa Board of
Education for 13 years and Chair for 2 years. She is currently Vice-President and, as Fundraising
Coordinator, successfully coordinates our fashion shows, manages our very successful quilt
raffles, and provides valuable insight into the fundraising process.
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How We Work
Quilt Creation






Groups – known as Friends of Victoria’s Quilts Canada – meet to create quilts in a team similar
to the “quilting bees” of the past.
Individual quilters – work independently and donate blocks, quilt tops, or completed quilts.
Quilt Guilds – make quilts as a group or individual project.
Quilt-a-thons – held annually by many of the branches; participants are invited to spend the day
making quilts, sharing knowledge, and having a good time together.
Quilt-til-u-Wilt Days – held as needed when we have a shortage of quilts but extra tops on hand.

Quilt Distribution


Quilts are distributed to anyone in Canada who is coping with cancer. It does not matter what
stage of the disease they are currently experiencing. When possible, these quilts are delivered
personally by one of our wonderful volunteers. Otherwise, they are mailed.

Community Support




Our organization is run by dedicated volunteers who freely give of their time and talents.
Businesses within the community help us by donating or discounting their products and services
to help us do our work.
Our Branches receive donations from community groups.
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Reports
President
As we start a new year, I look back at all of our accomplishments, both locally as well as with our
Branches.
After just arriving home from our holiday in British Columbia to see the grandchildren, it reminds
me again how big this country is. It is amazing how many people we are able to reach with our
beautiful quilts. This is a team effort among us all. The whole process of making our quilts and
sending them out to every province in Canada within a few days of finishing the quilts is truly
remarkable. The very positive letters and emails we receive from so many recipients certainly keep
us motivated, knowing how many people we touch. We should be very proud of what we have
accomplished.
Sixteen years ago this was just a dream. Today, we have a well-run, national non-profit organization
working smoothly in nearly all provinces and territories. In the spring of 2016 we will send out our
50,000th quilt.
Thank you to the Branches who have sent quilts to the National Office over the years when our list
was long and our supply could not keep up. A special thank you to Kemptville who sends us quilts
on a regular basis. I am sure it is close to 300.
Lastly, thank you to our quilters making our quilts, our group coordinators running each program,
our support staff taking care of all the paper work, our Board of Directors for all their work and
support, our quilt request group that handles 20 requests each and every day and works at a very
quick pace to get the requests processed within a few days, plus any others I may have forgotten.
We could not do it without all of you.
God Bless,
Blanche Dunn
President

Communications
The biggest news with respect to communications in 2015 was the launch of our new website,
which was a task I very much enjoyed. The website now has many pictures of our volunteers, as
well as slide shows of some of the many lovely quilts we’ve made over the years.
One of the first things we added was an online Quilt Request Form. It’s functioning well, too; so
well that the number of requests we receive monthly has begun to soar. There is also a new
Guestbook for people to submit comments, along with permission to publish, and many heartfelt
messages have been received since its launch in December 2015. As these comments are usually
posted within 1-2 days of receipt, it’s worth checking the website every few days to see what new
ones have come in. Lastly, we’ve updated the News section so that it now includes stories
published by VQC as well as a list of online news articles about VQC.
The biggest remaining task is upgrading the Branch pages. So far, four Branches have new pages
that provide information on how each one functions and what its fundraising activities are, as well
as photos of its members at work and some of its completed quilts. I hope to have the rest of the
Branches done by the end of the year.
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Other activities carried out in 2015 include providing communications support for VQC’s annual
Quilt-a-thon, Radiothon, and Fashion Show as well as updating the VQC gift card, general
brochure and leaflet. The latter two will be reprinted in 2016 once the old stock is depleted.
Serving as VQC’s Communications Director is a real pleasure for me, especially because it’s so
easy to work with you, its members. Whenever I need information and photos, or help with editing,
proofreading and translating, someone is there to help. I am so grateful for that. And the result is
always much, much better.
There’s still a lot to do, and some major celebrations are coming up. Our 50,000th quilt is expected
to go out in late April 2016 and we need to acknowledge that milestone. Then, three years from
now, in 2019, we will be 20 years old. That’s cause for a really big event. So, put on your thinking
caps and start sending us your ideas on what we could do. Let’s make it an event to remember!
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Gagnon
Communications Director

Fundraising
Two thousand and fifteen was another busy year. We held a Fashion Show and Radio-thon. We
took the year off holding a raffle but plan to do so in 2016. We also sold a number of craft items
and material that was donated to VQC.
On Sunday, June 21, 2015 we held our Radio-thon. The hosts were Rabbi Reuven Bulka and
Steve Madely. It was on 580 CFRA from 10:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Betty Giffin, our founder, and
Hennie Ross Palmer represented VQC on the show. We raised $14,747.00.
On October 17, 2015 we held our annual fashion show at City View United Church. Fashions were
by “Nygard” in Barrhaven. Members of VQC were the models. We also held a silent auction and
sold craft items. Wonderful desserts made by our members were served prior to the fashion show.
We raised $2,586.00.
I would like to personally thank all of the people who helped us find donors and volunteered for all
of our fundraising activities.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Yach
Fundraising Chair

Coordinator of Branches
In the spring of 2015, we finalized a major revision of the documents that are associated with the
set-up of new Branches and the procedures that we need each established Branch to follow.
In the summer, we welcomed a new Branch in Woodstock/Oxford. The members had worked in
association with the Waterloo/Wellington Branch for several months before establishing their own
Branch. Their minutes certainly indicate that the Branch is off to a very strong start.
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As I read through the various Annual Reports that have been arriving from the Branches, I am
struck by the energy and enthusiasm that quilters all over the country are displaying. We have
received many letters of appreciation for the work that we have all done – it is too bad that the
need is still so great.
Respectfully submitted,
Joan Foster-Jones
Branch Coordinator

National Friends Groups Coordinator
The nineteen Friends Groups, along with some independent quilters in the Ottawa region, sewed
2,393 quilts in 2015, which was 40% of all the quilts distributed across the country.
National sent out 1,699 by mail and 694 by hand, thanks to the efforts of our Quilt Request
Coordinator, our Quilt Packing Coordinator, our Quilt Packers, and our Quilt Distribution team. Our
Friends Group members worked tirelessly during their monthly, bi-monthly, or weekly meetings in
an effort to increase our supply of quilts.
Our members also stepped up to support our local fundraising efforts. The fall Fashion Show was
very successful and well attended. For that continued support, we are so very grateful.
Youth Initiatives Program
Three high schools were involved in the Youth Initiatives program in 2015 when the students tied
quilts during their lunch hour.
Respectfully submitted,
Marlene Cox
National Friends Groups Coordinator

Treasurer
It's been another busy year for Victoria's Quilts Canada. The results for 2015 show that donation
revenues were up significantly at the Branch level this past year, while fundraising overall was
down. The launch of our new website last year made it easier for people to donate by directing
them to the CanadaHelps website where donors are choosing to direct their donations to specific
Branches. National did not have a raffle last year, which partly explains why the fundraising figure
is lower.
Quilt manufacturing and delivery expenses are up. Suppliers raised their prices on materials
(batting, flannel, etc.) due to a poor Canadian dollar, and the increase in the number of quilts we
mail out has had an impact on this figure. More quilt requests means we spend more on supplies
to make and deliver quilts!
Despite the many volunteers who hand deliver quilts locally at National, the cost of postage
remains a big expense for us. We are truly thankful to all the Branches who also hand deliver and
mail quilts for us whenever asked to do so.
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In 2015, we filed our GST/HST rebate for 2014 with Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) and
subsequently distributed to the Branches and National office their portion of the rebate. With the
help of our accountant, we were able to set up our financial software and eliminate the need to reenter receipts into a spreadsheet to calculate the GST/HST rebate for the organization. Filing of
the 2015 rebate will be a lot easier for us.
We continue to issue tax receipts for donations of $20 or more in accordance with CRA
regulations. We also continue to send to the Branches, on a quarterly basis, those donations
received by National that are earmarked for them.
Since the beginning of 2015, we are doing electronic fund transfers between National and the
Branches (those who are with RBC) when paying out quarterly Branch donations received by
National and when issuing GST/HST rebates. This process is working out very well  faster
turnaround for the Branches to get their money!
I also wish to acknowledge the financial donations made to National by the Climax and Waterloo
Branches in 2015. We truly appreciate these donations, which we used to cover the cost of mailing
out quilts across Canada.
Thank you to all the Branches for their continued support this past year as we revamped and
updated our financial record keeping. Receiving your monthly financial reports by the deadline has
helped us to manage the workload at our end.
Thank you, Judy Lancaster and Liz Johnston, for all your hard work this past year. It is truly
appreciated!
Respectfully submitted,
Martine Genest
National Treasurer
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Branches
Calgary
Calgary Branch was kept very busy in 2015. Our delivery of quilts for 2015 reached 389, a big
jump from the previous year. We continue to send quilts outside our Calgary area, to Northern
Alberta.
We welcomed a new Secretary and Membership Coordinator this year, and many more volunteers.
We are very grateful to our regular and new longarmers who continue to provide complimentary
quilting for us.
Again, we thank Along Came Quilting (ACQ) who continues to host us in their beautiful, big and
bright classroom for our monthly meetings. We are extremely grateful for this space and thank
Linda and her staff for continuing to collect and hold fabric donations for us. In May, ACQ donated
fat quarter bundles in the Downtown Abbey fabrics. We sold these at the shop during their sale
and raised significant funds.
We again participated in the Heritage Park Festival of Quilts annual event with a group entry
displaying the variety of quilts that we deliver.
Many thanks to the Fabric Stashers group of quilters. They spent a Saturday in March sewing tops
for us. A “Noon Quilt Group” at a local school made and donated 2 quilts.
Donations continue to come into our Branch. In August, we received a large donation from a group
at IHS who did fundraising at their work. They regularly send 2 or 3 volunteers to help us on our
work day. In October we received a large donation from the Rebekah Assembly of Alberta.
The Calgary Branch continues to host a Facebook page, now with over 300 followers. This
continues to grow as we feature our quilts and work days.
We continue to receive donations of all sorts from recipients, friends of recipients and family
members.

Respectfully submitted
Fiona McMillin
Chair, Calgary Branch

13

Climax
2015 was a busy year for our Branch. We continue to see an
increased need for quilts by people living with cancer in our
province. With donations and help, we have been able to provide
198 quilts throughout the year.
Our annual Dessert Night Fundraiser was held May 22 and was
another sell out! We received such amazing support from the
people of the local and regional area. Our entertainment by
comedian Joanne Gregoire was enjoyed by the 150 in attendance.
Each table was individually decorated by a different lady from the
community. Beautiful flower baskets from the local greenhouse
added to the decor in the hall. They were later sold to contribute to
the funds raised that evening.
Our group is very thankful for our Friends Groups situated around the
province. They are a big part of the construction of quilts we send out.
It is with great sadness that we announce the loss of our board chairperson and dedicated
volunteer to this VQC Branch, Suzanne Dumontel! She was such an inspiration to us all! We miss
her good humour and tireless commitment to this organization!
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Kirk
Chair, Climax Branch

Harrowsmith
Welcome everyone to the past year with our Branch. It has been
a busy year as usual with producing quilts for our cause and fundraising. This year our fundraising event was a raffle for a beautiful
silk quilt with candle wicking. This quilt was donated by one of our
members, Judy Skeggs, who also quilted the beautiful design.
Twice a year, our members get together as a group to cut out kits
to be completed for our recipients. This is a three-day event that
is enjoyed by all.
We have grown over the years and are now fourteen members in
our Branch. Judy Skeggs has accepted the position of Secretary
and Sharon Roy handles our requests and deliveries.
We have grown as a group each year with a close relationship to
each other. This year has been a difficult year for some of our
members, with personal losses of their own, plus two in our
Branch. We have lost two members of our group, Keitha Parks
and Suzanne Bauder, who both passed early in the fall. These ladies
were both passionate about VQC and we will miss them.
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This year, we are looking into new fundraising ideas and into how we can improve in running
our Branch. Thank you to all our supporters for your donations of funds and material.
A very big thank you to the members of this Branch, who work so hard to provide these beautiful
quilts to those living with cancer. Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to the head office and our Board of
Directors, who work so endlessly to keep things running so that this cause can continue.
The pictures are our members selling raffle tickets and a beautiful quilt made by one of our ladies.
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Scala
Chair, Harrowsmith Branch

Kawartha Lakes
2015 has been a very successful year for the Kawartha Lakes Branch. We have been able to
distribute 225 quilts, thanks to our dedicated sewers, sandwichers, quilters, and binders. We also
provided 30 quilts to the National Office to help with their urgent requests.
Our major fundraiser for 2015 was our “catering” of the lunch-room at the Settler’s Village Quilt
Show. We saw a profit of over $1500.00 and, with our continuing cookbook sales (almost sold-out);
our bank balance is quite healthy.
We have received a donation of a hand-pieced quilt top which is now backed and beautifully
quilted by one of our members. We hope to raffle this quilt this year. With such generous donations
of fabrics, time, and money, we continue producing quilts for such a worthwhile cause.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Atkinson
Chair, Kawartha Lakes Branch

Kemptville
The Kemptville Branch of Victoria’s Quilts Canada continues to grow, with a membership of 55
ladies who enjoy making quilts and the wonderful fellowship shared at our working bees.
We meet once a month, except for July and August. The group meets at St. John’s United Church
Hall under the auspices of the church’s outreach program. During the day of our bees, the main
task is to pin the many tops brought in that day. There are a good number of outlets around the
walls of the hall, which allows our members to piece and quilt. New members are paired with a
“buddy” who explains what is expected and helps them when necessary. Many good friendships
have resulted from these pairings.
Our talented ladies made 175 quilts in 2015. During the year, 99 quilts were delivered by our
Branch and 55 were given to the National Office for distribution.
Some of our members have introduced new quilting patterns that are adjusted to the size for VQC
quilts. We have a binder where all of our patterns are kept, with a master copy for each one, plus a
copy that can be used for photocopying. There are also quilting ideas kept in the binder, each of
which is a big help to our members.
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At lunch time we gather for a time of visiting while we eat our
bag lunches. At the May and December Bees we hold a pot luck
lunch, and at those bees our President, Colette Stanisci, presents
a slide show she has prepared of all the quilts completed the
previous six months. Following each lunch our President says
a few words to keep the members up to date on what is happening
with VQC and our Branch, then we have a quilt show of all the
lovely quilts brought in that day.
We were invited to give a presentation to the Cancer Support
Group, which also meets at St. John’s. Our President, Colette,
and our Vice-President, Barbara Gibson-Dutton, were happy
to take on this task. In return, two of the ladies from the Cancer
Support Group attended our May Bee and gave a presentation.
This year, one of our members, with the help of our President,
took on the task of preparing a quilt-making guide. This should
be very helpful to new members, but it also includes information
that will benefit all of our members. The manual is due to be
released to the membership in the spring of 2016.
No new fundraising was undertaken in 2015. However, our Fundraising Table, where items such
as crafts, baking, gently used quilting books or patterns can be offered for a donation, continues to
do well. A number of fabric donations were gratefully received, and fabric not suitable for quilts or
bags was set out for sale at this table. We were also fortunate to receive a few items that were
offered to the members by way of a Silent Auction. And, sometimes, a member will hold an inhouse raffle for something that she no longer wants.
The Kemptville Branch runs smoothly. The executive, which meets five or six times a year consists
of President, Vice/Fund Raising, Treasurer/Membership, Secretary/Quilt Requests, Quilt Storage
and Distribution, and Member-at-Large. Other positions are Bee Co-coordinator, Keeper of the
Stash, and Keeper of the Bag Kits. However, all the work would not get done if it wasn’t for our
faithful members, who cheerfully help where needed. The Kemptville Branch is pleased to continue
our mission of providing handmade quilts to people with cancer.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine MacNaughtan
Secretary/Communications, Kemptville Branch

Moncton
We have had another busy year down east in New Brunswick (NB), making and delivering 786
quilts to NB people living with cancer in 2015. I like to think it is not that the number of people with
cancer keeps climbing but rather that we are managing to provide comfort to a higher percentage
of those diagnosed.
In December of 2011, we purchased a second-hand long-arm quilter and frame in Moncton. We
knew last year that its days were numbered; when you do more than 500 quilts per year on any
machine you can’t expect it to last forever. In 2014, we bought a new frame and, this year, our goal
was to buy a new long-arm. We achieved that goal.
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We tried a letter-writing campaign to some local businesses without much
success. We made and sold packages of 12 different Christmas cards with
pictures of our quilts taken in the snow last winter. They were a big hit. We
also made and sold 24” x 66” ironing board tops. They are made out of
plywood, padded with batting and covered with a twill fabric. They are so
handy for pressing backings and tops.
We received another gift of $2500 worth of quilting cottons from the
Forrester’s in our area. The only stipulation was that the Forrester’s had to
be able to be involved, so we made up 50 kits for quilt tops. One of our
local quilt shops cut the fabric to my specifications and labelled it so putting
the kits together was easy.
We did our annual bus trip to a quilt show in Augusta, Maine in July, but with the value of the
loonie being so low we didn’t generate profit like other years.
One of our local guilds had a charity sew day in the spring. We took pre-cut quilt top kits and
people worked in assembly line fashion to put these together. A great day! We continue to provide
people with quilt top kits to be sewn at home and quilts to be bound. We still meet two afternoons a
week, rent-free, in the Lions Hall but a great deal of work goes on in the homes of individuals.
Believe it or not, one lady, Irene Pearson, quilts on average at least 12 quilts per week for us.
We have a great team in NB. We couldn’t do this without the help of the people in the nine areas of
this province who deliver quilts, make tops and quilts, and send money. We take pride in our work,
and we are happy to be able to bring comfort to others.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sunderland
Chair, Moncton Branch

Moosomin
Since our inception in March of 2013, Moosomin Branch has
been continually making quilts. We have delivered over 240 quilts
to date. Although we have over 30 members, we have 12
members who are actively involved in the actual process of
making quilts. We have a wonderful lady, June Pinder, in
a neighboring community who is not a member, but she has
made and donated 42 quilts to our Branch! It is amazing to
consider the generosity of others.
It has not been necessary for us to have another major fundraiser since the first one we had in
September 2013. We have been blessed with donations of both fabric and money which keeps us
going. We are thankful again for the generosity of people.
We meet once a month in the small town of Wapella, SK, at the United Church where we store our
supplies. Regularly we have 10 to 12 ladies who join us for a full day of sewing and quilting. We
also prepare kits that many ladies take home to sew, and they return them in a timely fashion. It is
our goal to have at least a dozen quilts in inventory at all times.
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As with a venture of this kind, it is
sad to watch so many of the quilt
recipients not beat the battle with
cancer. What is very encouraging
are the smiles and comfort that
the recipients experience from
the gift of a handmade quilt, and
the generosity of VQC. It is a
worthwhile endeavor.
Respectfully submitted,
Sheryl Garrett
Chair, Moosomin Branch

Neepawa
In 2015 our Branch provided 81 handmade quilts to people living with cancer in our area. Most of
the quilts requested for the Winnipeg area were supplied by the Okotoks Branch in Alberta, and we
are so very grateful for their support and commitment to VQC.
M & K Cleaning, a local professional company donated an office in their building for us to store our
supplies of batting, backing and fabric for the tops.
Some of the ladies meet with our kit coordinator to cut quilt top kits for our sewing days, and it is so
wonderful to have all the supplies in one place. We have a group of ladies that meet three or four
times a year and sew quilt tops for us at the United Church Annex. Once the tops are sewn, we
meet and add the flannel and batting to be taken to Lorna Lehn in Ste. Rose who does the quilting
for us. The quilts are then handed out to volunteers to have the binding added.
A very generous lady from the Steinbach area has donated 20 completed quilt tops with binding to
our group. Several other ladies from Winnipeg, Ste. Rose, Brandon and Neepawa areas have also
donated completed tops to our Branch, as well as completed quilts. We have been overwhelmed
by their support, generosity and encouragement.
It is so rewarding to be part of this ministry and reach out to cancer patients and their families as
they face the challenges of treatment. The following quote was in a framed picture at my Aunt’s,
who generously taught me to quilt:
“I shall pass through this world but once. Any good therefore that I can do, or any kindness that
I can show to any human being, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not
pass this way again.”
Respectfully submitted,
Daphne Hall
Chair, Neepawa Branch
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North Bay
We are a small group of about 10 members who meet once a month for a full day. One of the
members cuts kits, and each person picks a kit, starts it and then takes it home. We have two
members who own a long-arm quilter and take some quilts but do not charge us.
We had to make a move one and a half years ago to a new location at my church. It is a wellsuited room for sewing, except that we do not have a lot of storage space, so two of us cart
everything home at the end of the day. Keeping track of all the supplies is at times very trying.
We mailed four quilts last year and I delivered 63. I do all the delivering in the surrounding area
and get a very small fee for gas. Our fundraising has helped us stay ahead of the game. We sold
tickets for a quilt that was donated but not suitable for a VQC quilt. Although only two of us sold
tickets, $500.00 worth were sold.
We do get some donations of fabric and a few squares from two quilting groups. We get very
creative: you would be surprised what we can do with a few squares.
Last year we had four high school students do a project for Ontario’s Youth and Philanthropy
Initiative. They did not win, but they spent one day sewing with us. I took them to the long-arm
quilter, and they both used it and were very impressed. They did a lengthy report on VQC. We
were very impressed with their efforts.
Respectfully submitted,
Jo McCulley
Chair, North Bay Branch

Okotoks
Greetings from Southern Alberta. We have surely had a mild winter this
year. In 2015, our Branch delivered 271 quilts, with 78 of those going to
Manitoba. Our major fundraiser was a table at the Nanton Christmas
Market. Each of our Friends Groups makes items for the market, and the
lovely ladies in Nanton sell them. It is a great way to use up some of the
donated Christmas fabric that we don't use in quilts and work on
something a little different in the fall.
Quilt Canada in Lethbridge was an outstanding event that many of us
attended in the summer. Such an inspiration of art and ideas. We also
enjoyed a very interesting talk at our annual general meeting from the
Alberta Quilt Discovery Project. These ladies are documenting Alberta
Quilts and the stories and people behind the quilts. Again, a very inspiring
"show and tell" of the work of quilters past and present.
Our local quilt shop, Rumpledquiltskins, and its owner Linda, have
mentored our branch for 13 years now, and we so appreciate Linda's
dedication to our cause. The Quilt Stroll in August in Okotoks is a day we
gladly participate in, hanging quilts up and down Main Street amongst
collector cars and various businesses. Our display brings lots of exposure
for VQC, and opportunities to visit with people from all walks of life.
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One of the ways we have made our meetings a little more interesting is to have various members
demo different blocks. Sometimes we do a group quilt with these blocks, other times we each
make a quilt and compare the results. It is a good way to do scrappy quilts with a common theme.
As new members join us and others leave, we try to keep the teaching of quilting basics and
learning new skills in balance. We love what we do and send our regards to our entire sister
groups across Canada.
Respectfully submitted,
Jacquie Rhodes
Co-chair, Okotoks Branch

Portland
Our small groups of 12 members have produced and donated 38 quilts in 2015.
Our major fundraising efforts are through craft and bake sales and monies donated by grateful quilt
recipients and their families.
Most of the quilt tops were being made by members in their homes until this past year; Diane
Haskins (keeper of the stash) has been putting together a project for group work at our meetings.
This has proven to be real fun for our members, who still work at home on the majority of quilts.
For fun, we have added to our agenda a sharing of helpful hints (e.g. batting scraps make great
“swifter” cloths). Nothing goes to waste. An empty pillow case collects all of the snippets and
unusable scraps. When full, it is sewn closed and donated to the local animal shelter for a dog bed.
Respectfully submitted,
Margery Henderson
Chair, Portland Branch

Renfrew
The Renfrew Branch has just completed another very busy year. Just before Christmas, we were
happy to be able to make a donation of 17 unfinished tops to National to help them catch up on
their backlog of requests. Thankfully, one of the Friends Groups in Ottawa completed them. What
a wonderful team effort.
We were delighted to welcome a few new volunteers to start the New Year! We are truly blessed to
have such a great group of volunteers to help with our mission in bringing comfort to those battling
cancer.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Jamieson
Chair, Renfrew Branch
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Tignish
We had a fairly quiet year activity-wise but made and gave out lots of quilts.
We did have a Bingo in August 2015 and made a total of $1491.00. Our Credit Union donated
$1000.00 to our Branch, as well. We did a presentation at a quilt show in Charlottetown hoping to
get some interest to open a Branch at the other end of the Island. No response yet. We also did a
presentation at UPSE and received a $200.00 donation.
Respectfully submitted,
Eleanor Perry
Treasurer, Tignish Branch

Victoria
This year, 2015 saw us continuing to work diligently to make quilts for people with cancer in BC
and in total we gifted 246 quilts. At our gatherings, the attendance is always over 30 women, and
the venue is hopping with activity.
The church, where we meet monthly, has generously given us space to store our fabrics, ironing
boards, and supplies. This has been a tremendous benefit, since everything is in one location.
We received a very big donation of fabric from a shop on Saltspring Island that closed their doors
just before Christmas. Approximately 512 meters of fabric was donated and delivered to our
venue, and we tucked it away until January. Several women also donated fabric to us, after destashing, and we are grateful that they give it to us!
We have a Friends Group that works out of Parksville (up island). The leader is Stephanie, and
she keeps a group of about 30 women very busy. Their group fills requests in the Parksville –
Nanaimo, BC area, which reduces our postage costs. A group of women in Langley sent over nine
quilt tops from a group that meets monthly. They were all very lovely quilts, and we're having them
sandwiched and quilted by the Parksville women.
The Great Little Box Company in Victoria continues to donate boxes for us to mail quilts! We truly
appreciate them! We were fortunate enough to be approved for another year for the Thrifty Food
Store Smile Card Program where we receive 5% of the amount of groceries our members
purchase. This has helped to add to our funds.
We held another fundraiser for Purdy’s chocolates, and two of our terrific volunteers quite ably took
this on to bring in more money for our Branch.
Two of our retired Telus employees were kind enough to have their volunteer hours turned into
donations to our Branch. We are very lucky to have them as members of our group.
One of our local malls held a fundraiser at Christmas-time for shoppers and the price of the tickets
sold was returned to our Branch.
One of our volunteers suggested we buy two banquet tables to sandwich quilts during our
gatherings. We put extensions on the table legs, which raised them to a more appropriate height
for this purpose.
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We are so thankful to each and every one of the hard-working ladies in our group and the gourmet
quilts they provide our recipients. In 2015, we gifted 246 quilts for a total of 1092 since our group
started in May of 2010.
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Magel and Elaine Crossley
Co-Chairs, Victoria Branch

Waterloo/Wellington
2015 was a very successful year for fundraising in the Waterloo/Wellington Branch.
The raffle of three beautiful quilts in the spring netted a profit of $2,698.56. We participated in a
Bazaar at a local Home for the Aged and this generated a profit of $600.00 plus gave us more
exposure in the community. We also had a display at a local quilt festival that increased our
exposure. Another display at the quilt festival was Days for Girls, and we now route our dark
flannel scraps to their organization.
Our 2016 VQC Calendars proved successful. This year’s theme was quilts around the world and
featured Thailand, Norway and Australia, to name a few. Although sales figures have yet to be
finalized, a profit of over $1,000 is expected. We plan to publish a 2017 calendar celebrating
Canada’s 150th birthday. If you are interested in ordering a calendar, please get in touch with
Waterloo.
We have been able to continue our longstanding practice of returning 10% of our donations to
National to assist them with their efforts in the many locations that do not have local Branches, and
in recognition of the work they do for the Branches.
Thanks to the Fundraising Team's efforts, our stash is well stocked. We will be eternally grateful to
Waterloo Mattress for donating storage space to us. I cannot imagine how we managed to have
this much "stuff" in the homes of just two people!
The quilt cupboard had its ups and downs, but we managed to meet all requests usually within a
day or two. Given our geographic area, we have a main cupboard in Kitchener, where we like to
keep 15 to 20 quilts in stock, and auxiliary cupboards in Carlisle, St. George and Guelph. We were
also able to help National by mailing two quilts each month to areas outside our normal delivery
boundaries. While our geographic area is Kitchener/Waterloo, Cambridge and Guelph, we have
been able to expand, as we have deliverers who can pick up quilts.
Prior to Woodstock forming their own Branch, we delivered to London and its area. Waterloo was
able to assist with fabric, batting and other items to help Woodstock as they started their Branch.
Nancy dropped in to a group sewing day in the spring, and that started our deliveries to Hamilton,
Burlington and now Oakville. That area has been the busiest one for our Branch.
Our Branch has low attendance at group sewing events; however, we do seem to keep our
cupboard stocked. We do have an active connection with Stratford where a quilting club provides
many quilt tops. We have had new long-arm quilters join our Branch and they help with quilting the
many tops we have.
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This Branch would not survive without the huge contributions of a few key people: our request
coordinator, our stash and cupboard coordinator, our Fordwich quilters and others on the
executive, to name a few. We continue to be blessed by the thanks of our recipients.
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might…” Ecclesiastes 9:10
Respectfully submitted
Sheila Goldsworthy
Chair, Waterloo/Wellington Branch

Woodstock /Oxford
Inception of VQC’s Woodstock/Oxford branch was August 2015. Since then, we have completed
90 quilts and delivered 52 of those quilts to people in Oxford county, London and surrounding
areas. Our mentors from Waterloo/Wellington Branch were generous and supportive with assisting
us in getting started. We have approximately 20 volunteers, and we also have a Friends Group in
Tillsonburg with 15 volunteers.
We have received many donations from various individuals and organizations, such as 100
Women Who Care and the local Lions Club. We have also raised sufficient funds thus far to
support our group for 2016, and all monies raised this year will support our work in 2017. We
anticipate 150 requests in 2016 and have budgeted $6,000 for costs.
The Woodstock/Oxford branch is blessed with talented members who share their creativity and
friendship at our bi-monthly sewing days. We are proud to belong to such a meaningful
organization.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Moore
Chair, Woodstock/Oxford Branch

West Nipissing/Sturgeon Falls
2015 saw a change in the Executive for West Nipissing/
Sturgeon Falls. Bonnie Stewart, president since the
group started in 2006, handed over the reins to Suzanne
Davidson-Noel. Laurie Bowman also handed over the job of
Treasurer to Linda Beaudry, while Collette Gagné remained
as Secretary.
West Nipissing/Sturgeon Falls now counts over 20 dedicated members, with 14-15 participating
weekly. All but one or two are retired from working as nurses, teachers, managers, and
homemakers. All are passionate quilters. Most take work home, returning a finished quilt at the
next meeting. Experienced quilters share their knowledge with demonstrations and new projects.
New ideas and helping hands make this group a fun place to come to. Also, there is always
someone bringing baking and other treats for the afternoon coffee break.
The group meets weekly on Thursday afternoon in Cache Bay and monthly for a full Saturday
in St. Andrew’s Church basement in Sturgeon Falls. We are very fortunate to have the space
donated for our cause. (West Nipissing is an amalgamation of five small towns & townships.)
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The community is very supportive of our Branch, and we have not yet had to actively fundraise.
We receive monetary donations from family members of quilt recipients and from various
community service groups such as Knights of Columbus, Verner Golf Club, and Cache Bay
Volunteer Firemen. As well, we often receive donations of various fabric for making quilts or bags.
Many members donate fabric from their own (abundant) stash, to make quilts for VQC.
The ladies produced between 100-120 quilts this year and delivered around 80 to people with
cancer in our West Nipissing area. We also mailed out seven quilts to Northern areas that do not
have a VQC chapter. We provide quilt tops to other clubs, when requested and when we have a
surplus. All of our quilts have a matching bag with a pocket to hold hospital paperwork or reading
material.
Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Davidson-Noël
Co-ordinator, West Nipissing Branch
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Notes
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Annex A  2015 Financial Statements

Unaudited Financial Statements
VICTORIA'S QUILTS CANADA
December 31, 2015

Notice to Reader
Statement of Financial Position
Statement of Changes in Net Assets
Statement of Operations
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