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Message from the Founder
Dear Friends,
This has been a very interesting year for me as the Founder of Victoria's Quilts Canada. It is the first
year that I have not been right in the middle of everything that is happening. This has its advantages
and disadvantages.
I don’t get to see our volunteers as much and I miss that. I know you are all out there busily working
at ensuring our quilts make it to those who need them. One of the things I really enjoyed was seeing
all the beautiful quilts as they passed through my home. But we now have a permanent home at
Heartwood House and I am sure you will read much more about that in the reports.
I also miss all those volunteers (affectionately known as the Pack Rats) who came to my home every
Tuesday afternoon to match the quilts to the recipients. I can still hear them saying “Does this quilt
look like a Valerie or should we send this one.” And based on the feedback we receive they get it
right more often than you can imagine.
Believe it or not, I do miss the Board of Directors’ meetings. Even though we often had to make
difficult decisions, I miss the friendships and closeness that exercise provided.
However, as we all know, our children grow up and move on and thrive. I am pleased to see that is
what is happening with Victoria’s Quilts Canada. Oh yes, we still have struggles, but isn’t that what
life is all about. Without struggles, we would not appreciate the good times nearly as much.
I must once again say THANK YOU to our wonderful Board of Directors. Theirs is not an easy job,
but their dedication to and belief in the mission of Victoria`s Quilts Canada keeps them coming back
even when the work seems endless and thankless.
I have had many opportunities to speak on behalf of our wonderful organization. I love to tell the
story of how we came to be, how we have grown and what comfort our quilts bring to someone who is
struggling with cancer.
I am thrilled that we will be holding the first Annual Gayle Madely Memorial Quilt-a-thon this year. I
look forward to seeing many of you there and plan to give out many hugs that day. I hope you all will
try to be there and if that’s not possible, make a quilt or top while thinking of those who attend.
I look forward to the Annual General Meeting. I have had a peek at the agenda and it will be a fun
filled day to see old friends, make new friends and even buy some fabric! It just doesn't get any
better than that.
Thank you for supporting this work and let's hope that sometime in the near future we will able to say
our work is done – a cure for cancer has been found!
God bless!
Betty Giffin
Founder
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Mission Statement
The mission of Victoria's Quilts Canada
is to provide handmade quilts
to people with cancer in Canada.
By providing these quilts,
we hope to bring physical comfort to those dealing with cancer,
as well as spiritual comfort
in knowing they are not alone in their struggle.

Quilt Delivery Statistics
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

-

16
36
458
694
930
1,149
1,604
2,392
2,724
3,294
3,760
4,175
4,910
5,571
5,827

Total to December 31, 2013 - 37,540
VQC Branches
Calgary, AB
Climax, SK
*Cobden, ON
Corner Brook, NF
*Cornwall, ON
Drumheller, AB
Golden Lake, ON
Harrowsmith, ON
Kawartha Lakes, ON
Kemptville, ON
Laurentian (Arundel), QC
*Lindsay, ON
Moosomin, SK
Neepawa, MB
North Bay, ON

Okotoks, AB (4 Friends Groups)
Ottawa, ON (19 Friends Groups)
Pakenham, ON
Portland, ON
Renfrew, ON
Rocky Mountain House, AB
Salisbury (Moncton), NB
Shawville, QC
Sundre, AB
Tantramar (Amherst), NS
Victoria, BC
Waterloo/Wellington, ON
West Nipissing (Sturgeon Falls), ON

* The Cobden, Cornwall and Lindsay Branches were closed in 2013.
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Board of Directors
Marlene Cox
Marlene joined Victoria’s Quilts Canada in the fall of 2012 after retiring from teaching. She first heard
about Victoria’s Quilts after receiving a quilt while undergoing treatment for breast cancer in 2010.
This quilt, which had been requested by her United Church Women’s group, encompassed all the
support and caring she had received from friends, family, and community. Marlene joined the Board
of Directors in May 2013 and is the Coordinator, Friends Groups and Fabric Donations.

Blanche Dunn
Blanche has been with Victoria’s Quilts almost since the beginning. Her duties as the Coordinator of
Friends groups for National Office for so many years allowed her the opportunity to get to know many
of our volunteers personally. She continues to be the “Keeper of the Stash” and never gets tired of
seeing the variety of wonderful fabrics our quilters continue to donate. She has been a member of
the Board of Directors since starting with Victoria’s Quilts Canada. Her two years experience as the
Vice-president involved helping Betty in a variety of capacities. Blanche became the new President in
April of 2008.

Joan Foster -Jones
Joan was introduced to Victoria Quilts in the fall of 2008 by one of the members of her church quilting
group. In December 2012, that friend convinced her to take over as Secretary of the Board after
retiring from the position of church bookkeeper. In her working life, Joan was a Kindergarten teacher
and school choir director. In her “spare” time, she has sung in a variety of choirs and has designed
and sewn costumes for Orpheus. This spring she worked on the costumes for the student opera at
the University of Ottawa.

Martine Genest
Martine began working with Victoria's Quilts Canada in 2013 after retiring from the federal public
service after a 35-year career in various administrative and procurement positions. Martine is part of
the quilt packing team, she also generates all the mailing labels for quilts to be distributed by
National, is the Donations Officer in charge of the donations database and the Website Officer.

Judy Lancaster
Judy began working with Victoria’s Quilts Canada in June 2012 as donations officer after a 20 year
career in teaching and has always been active in the community with a variety of non-profit
organizations. Judy and her husband operated a pick your own strawberry farm for 25 years and for
several years she was the treasurer at her local church. In 2013, Judy took over the duties of
treasurer from Barb Maxwell and helped the board implement the necessary financial changes.

Kathy Yach
Kathy began working with Victoria’s Quilts Canada in 2005 following her retirement. Previously, she
had been the Director of City View Centre for Child and Family Services. She has also been involved
in a number of non-profit organizations over the years and brings with her a wealth of knowledge. As
our Fundraising Coordinator, she successfully coordinates our fashion shows, manages our very
successful quilt raffles, and provides valuable insight into the fundraising process.
During the year, the Board of Directors accepted the resignation of Sue Cherry and Ulana Perovic.
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Historical Background
Victoria’s Quilts Canada was established by Betty Giffin of Ottawa in October 2000. She invited a
small group of friends to discuss the possibility of groups getting together to make quilts to donate to
people with cancer in Canada. The group started slowly, but the idea gained interest and the group
quickly gained momentum.
In its first year, Victoria’s Quilts Canada distributed 16 quilts to people with cancer. The following
year, it was incorporated as a non-profit agency.
By 2002 and 2003, Victoria’s Quilts Canada had already expanded to include more than a dozen
Friends’ Groups in the National Office area and eight branches across Canada. The non-quilting
volunteer base also grew to include more administrative help. As in the past, the number of quilts
being requested increased along with public awareness.
2004 was a year of tremendous growth in many ways, and some inevitable struggles. Numerous
world events translated into a tough economic climate for many non-profit organizations, including
Victoria’s Quilts Canada. Fabricland Distributors Inc. and the Ontario Trillium Foundation provided
essential capital and operating funds. With this support, the organization was able to worry less
about funding and concentrate more on the making and delivery of quilts. This has always been its
main focus and the acquisition of the new quilting frames and machines enabled it to provide more
quilts to more people in a more timely fashion.
The economic climate remained gloomy in 2005. While other non-profit agencies were suffering
severe hardships, Victoria’s Quilts Canada’s volunteer base steadfastly continued to provide muchneeded financial and production-related support. The organization continued to grow with the
addition of several new Friends’ Groups in the National Office area, and more branches across the
country.
Growth has continued since 2006. Twenty-eight branches now operate in all provinces, except
Prince Edward Island. Twenty Friends’ Groups make and distribute quilts in the National Office area
and to all parts of Canada not currently served by a branch. In its early years, the Friends’ Groups in
the National Office area were the mainstay of the organization, producing the larger portion of quilts
that were distributed. By 2010, it was noted that production had shifted, with more than half of the
quilts being made in the branches, at a local level.
th

A very special highlight in 2008 was the delivery of Victoria’s Quilts Canada’s 10,000 quilt. It had
taken ten years to reach this milestone. But in the three years since then, the number of quilts
th
delivered across Canada more than doubled, and in November 2011, the 25,000 quilt was delivered
to a person with cancer in Prince Edward Island.
In 2009, Victoria’s Quilts Canada created the new Youth Initiatives Program to harness the
enthusiasm and power of youth. Groups of young people meet on a continuing basis in their high
schools or rehabilitation centres to tie and pin quilts, preparing them for the final binding and labelling
step, which is then done by Victoria’s Quilts Canada’s regular member volunteers. The program is
proving to be a winning proposition. While Victoria’s Quilts Canada has benefited with an increase in
its supply of quilts, the young people have been able to earn the volunteer credits necessary for high
school graduation. In 2010, the Ontario Trillium Foundation bestowed a very generous grant to
accelerate the program expansion in the Ottawa area during 2011 and 2012, and recently extended it
into 2013. The program expanded from 5 groups in 2009 to close to 15 groups in 2011. While future
plans included expanding the program to involve some 250 students in various groups, this milestone
has already been surpassed with the participation of more than 300 students.
2011 was financially challenging. The National Office of Victoria’s Quilts Canada suffered
significantly reduced revenues and lost a major supporter, who had made generous donations over
seven years.

-6-

Dealing with the financial implications of those challenges was a major priority in 2012 and 2013. A
Strategic Planning Committee was established to lead and implement the changes. Progress was
made in tightening up financial and accounting practices and reporting, budgeting and fundraising, as
suggested by our legal advisors and senior bank officials. As this was a major undertaking, it took a
good part of the year to implement, and for the National and Branch Treasurers to become familiar
with the new processes. While there had been major concerns voiced by the branches prior to
making the changes, the feedback has been very positive since the changes have been
implemented.
Progress was also made in registering our activities in all provinces. Future initiatives include
reviewing and revising our current by-laws and our procedures manuals. A major next step will be to
restructure the organization, such as separating the National Quilt Program and National Office from
the Ottawa-area Friends Groups and determining how the National Office will be funded.
The committee held numerous meetings in the fall of 2012 and distributed synopses of the meetings
in order to inform all members, especially in the branches.
2012 was also the year that the National Office of VQC moved from its previous location (Betty
Giffin’s basement) to its current rented location in Heartwood House. Heartwood House is a nonprofit, charitable organization providing affordable supportive accommodation to 18 non-profit
organizations in Ottawa. The organizations share resources, ideas and clients, and work together to
create something that is greater than the sum of its parts.
In 2013, the production and distribution of quilts takes centre stage at Victoria’s Quilts Canada. We
are fortunate to have an army of volunteers that works tirelessly behind the scenes: board members,
quilt packers and quilt deliverers, group and branch leaders, administrative volunteers and
fundraisers.
As Betty Giffin, Victoria’s Quilts Canada’s Founder, continues to say, “With the help of our volunteers,
the community and blessings from above, we will continue to provide comfort, both physical and
spiritual, to those struggling with cancer, and we will continue to grow until the day that cancer is no
longer with us.”
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How We Work
Quilt Creation


Groups – known as Friends of Victoria’s Quilts Canada – meet to create quilts in a team –
similar to the “quilting bees” of the past.
Individual quilters – work independently and donate blocks, quilt tops, or completed quilts.
Quilt Guilds – make quilts as a group or individual project.
Quilt-a-thons – are held annually by many of the branches; participants are invited to spend
the day making quilts, sharing knowledge, and having a good time together.
Quilt ‘til U Wilt Days – are held as needed when we have a shortage of quilts but extra tops
on hand.






Quilt Distribution


Quilts are distributed to anyone in Canada who is coping with cancer. It does not matter what
stage of the disease they are currently experiencing. When possible, these quilts are
delivered personally by one of our wonderful volunteers. Otherwise, they are mailed.

Community Support





Our organization is run by dedicated volunteers who give of their time and talents freely.
Businesses within the community help us by donating or discounting their products and
services to help us do our work.
We receive grants from a variety of sources.
Our branches receive donations from community groups.
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Reports
President
2013 has been a year of change for Victoria’s Quilts Canada; change is not always easy or
comfortable but it is necessary in order to grow and expand.
The National office has changed its bank to the Royal Bank, an institution that has a great
understanding of how “not for profit” organizations work. We have been able to set up a more
transparent banking system for the Branches: this seems to be benefiting everyone and this has
allowed us to bring our banking procedures to the standards required by the Canada Revenue
Agency.
We have also developed a number of monthly report forms allowing the Branches to have their
accounts automatically balanced monthly. This new process has eliminated the need for Branches to
do quarterly and year-end statements. I would like to thank the Branches for their support during this
process. Many have shown great support for the changes and find the new system easier and less
time consuming.
The registration of our Trademark is finished. We are just waiting for the final waiting period of one
month to be over and then everything will be official. We have also started to register Victoria’s Quilts
Canada as a “not for profit” organization in all provinces in Canada, and we expect this to be
completed in 2014. When the registration process is completed we will move on to the updating of
our By-Laws and the policies and procedures documents that need to correspond with the By-Laws.
This is a busy time for all, but within the next two years we expect all of these documents to be
completed.
In 2013 we welcomed two new Branches to VQC. With the addition of Moosomin, Saskatchewan and
Neepawa, Manitoba we now have a total of 25 Branches across the country.
I would like to thank the National Board of Directors for the amazing amount of work that they have
done this year. It has been an honour to work will all of you.
Thank you to our National Quilt Program for their ongoing dedication to meeting the requests coming
in each and every week. It has not been easy as we deal with requests for between 40 and 50 quilts
every week.
Thank you to every volunteer who has worked and supported this organization over the past year.
And finally, thank you to Betty for dreaming fourteen years ago and thank you all for supporting her
dream.
God Bless,
Blanche Dunn
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Communications
The National Office continued to focus on the financial issues resulting from reduced revenues and
the loss of a major supporter in 2011. One significant challenge was to move the branches’ bank
accounts to one bank and to implement changes to the financial reporting structure. These changes
absorbed much of the branches’ and National Office’s attention in 2012 and 2013.
As a result, Communications activities were limited to providing support for fundraising activities, such
as the Fashion Show and the Radio-thon with Rabbi Bulka.
Respectfully submitted,
Ulana Perovic
Communications Coordinator

Fundraising
We have had another very busy year. We held a Fashion Show and a Radio-Telethon.
A fall Fashion show was held on Saturday April 13, 2013 at Barrhaven United Church by Joanne’s
Fashions from Westgate Shopping Centre. Members of our organization were the models. Dessert
was served before the fashion show. It was a great success. My thanks to everyone, who were
involved in making it a success. A special thank you to our donors for the Silent Auction items.
The total income from the Fashion Show was $2,158.84 after all the expenses were paid.
On Sunday night June 23, 2014 Rabbi Bulka with Steve Madely hosted our annual Radio-Telethon on
CFRA where we raised $5,782.00.
I would like to personally thank all the people who helped us find donors for this fundraiser. It was a
great success.
Respectfully submitted ,
Kathy Yach
Fundraising Chair

Coordinator of Branches
Two branches, namely, Cobden and Cornwall, asked to be closed. Both branches had not seen a
change in their executive membership for some time. As it became more difficult (for many of us) to
find those small stitches and to push the needle through many layers of fabric, some of the members
of both branches decided they did not have the vigour to continue in their roles. Repeated attempts
to find replacement executive members, or to find other alternatives, failed. We wish them success in
their new endeavours.
A third branch, Lindsay, under the then-current executive, was also closed. The branch has since reopened under a new executive, and a new name, Kawartha Lakes.
In addition, the National Office opened two more branches, in Moosomin, Saskatchewan, and
Neepawa, Manitoba. Both branches were producing quilts even before they were formally
established in order to ensure they had quilts on hand to meet the demand.
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In addition to my responsibilities as the Communications Coordinator, I also accepted the
responsibilities of the Branch Coordinator in early 2013. I am sad to report that in early 2014, I found
it necessary, for medical reasons, to absolve myself of all formal responsibilities. I wish Victoria’s
Quilts Canada much success in its future undertakings.
Respectfully submitted,
Ulana Perovic
Coordinator of Branches

Treasurer
First, let me say thank you to everyone for your assistance and patience as I took over the position
of Treasurer in July 2013. Thank you for your support in making the necessary transitions and
financial changes happen smoothly. Also thank you to Martine Genest who took over the position of
VQC’s Donations Officer last June.
The fiscal year of 2013, saw many changes that allowed us to have better control over our financial
practices in keeping with the CRA requirements and the Income Tax Act of Canada. They now allow
and ensure the transparent accountability as recommended in last year’s Auditors Report. The new
reporting forms and procedures have streamlined the job of branch treasurers and have enabled our
bookkeeping to accurately reflect the entire organization.
All bank accounts were changed to reflect the legal and financial advice we received yet allowing the
branches autonomy to manage their own funds. They are all now in the name of Victoria’s Quilts
Canada, have 3 local signatures and 2 national signatures and follow the new guidelines and
procedures laid out in 2013. The national bank accounts were switched to the Royal Bank of Canada
which allows us through RBC Express to link many branch accounts to ours for viewing and reporting
purposes only. All new branches will be asked to use the Royal Bank as well. Existing branches were
allowed to keep their bank accounts but needed to make the required changes and give National
office the online access codes for viewing purposes.
As Victoria’s Quilts Canada reports to CRA as a national organization, all donations were receipted
and mailed from Ottawa. The graph in Annex C depicts the total amount of donations received on a
monthly basis by National and Branches in 2013. In order to get a more accurate, complete year-end
report, we began to enter all branch income and expenses into Quickbooks. This was a slow process
but it can only get more efficient in 2014 with the branches receiving regular financial reports from the
National treasurer. All donations received at national for a specific branch were sent to the branches
on a quarterly basis.
Each branch continues to function on their own, under the umbrella of the National Organization, in
order to make and deliver quilts in their geographical area. The branches vary in size across
Canada. There are larger branches that receive many donations, and carry on larger fundraising
activities as well as smaller branches that may sometimes struggle with lesser funds, but regardless,
all branches manage thanks to the ongoing support of their local communities. Without the various
communities across Canada our mission would be very difficult. The National Quilt Program in
Ottawa continues to work with several Friends Groups to fundraise and mail quilts across Canada to
areas where there is no branch. 4,989 quilts were delivered in 2013. 2,878 by the 23 branches and
2,111 by the National Quilt Program. Well done everyone!

Cost effectiveness
It is important to note that there are no paid members or employees in VQC and the members of the
Board of Directors are not reimbursed for mileage, meeting expenses or hospitality or other personal
expenses related to their involvement. There is no budget allocated for Board activities.
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A motion was passed in early 2013, to allow people who deliver quilts to be reimbursed $.25 per km
to help pay for gas. Hopefully this has helped some volunteers who travel long distances to deliver
their quilts.
The current process for handling donations has been expanded to now allow tax receipts to be
emailed to donors in order to save postage costs. Receipts are currently provided for donations of
$20 and above. With the high cost of postage to mail quilts, we have arranged this year for branches
to get an account with Canada Post which will give them the same rate and discount as National’s
corporate account. The more we mail, the better rate we get!
The GST/HST rebate for the years 2010 and 2011 were completed and the branches who sent in
their receipts to National, received their refund in 2013. The GST for 2012 is currently being put
together.
Donations
Donation and fundraising revenues are down this year from 2012 due to the closure of 5 branches.
Thanks again to the community support and the wonderful job of all members, all branches and all
friends groups who have continued to work hard filing in the slack. We still continued to mail more
quilts than ever in 2013.
Well done everyone! More donations mean more quilts can be sent to more people living with
cancer.
Looking forward to 2014
We will continue to streamline our processes wherever we can, and the organization as a whole will
continue to grow. In last year’s report, it was noted that an engagement review should be done for
this year. CRA recommends that a formal financial audit be conducted when revenue is greater than
$250,000. As VQC is approaching this amount when adding in the Branch finances, we will look into
this in 2014.
The interim financial statement for 2013 can be found at Annex A, and the 2013 Financial Report for
National Only can be found at Annex B.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Lancaster
Treasurer
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Branches
Calgary
2013 was another busy and record year for our Calgary Branch.
Our delivery of quilts for 2013 reached 308, up from the 272 in 2012. We continued to extend a
helping hand to National by sending quilts outside our Calgary area, to Northern Alberta and those
areas not covered by the Branches.
We are very grateful to our regular and new longarmers who continue to provide complimentary
quilting for our quilts.
Again, we thank Along Came Quilting (www.alongcamequilting.com) who
continues to host us in their beautiful, big and bright classroom for our
monthly meetings. We are extremely grateful for this space and thank Linda
and her staff for continuing to collect and hold fabric donations for us. Our
work days are always very productive and we conduct business meetings
during the lunch time, to keep the quilters informed and offer an opportunity
for input.
To meet the increased demand for quilts, we hosted a Quilt-Along in April. A
productive day, with over 20 tops produced.
In May, as part of We Day celebrations at Mountain Park Middle School (Spencer West completed his
trek from Edmonton to Calgary, on his hands) we were invited to make a presentation about Victoria's
Quilts Canada to the students.
The Piecemakers Guild of Calgary invited us to make a presentation at their October meeting. Many
of the members took kits home to piece for us.
One of our longarmers, who recently suffered a stroke, gave an inspirational talk. She still quilts for
us, but has adapted her methods, as she has no use of her left arm. In 2013, she quilted 100 quilts
for our Calgary Branch. Absolutely amazing lady!!
The Calgary Branch continues to run a Facebook® page, now with over 125 followers. This
continues to grow as we feature our quilts and work days and a little humour.
We continue to receive donations of all sorts from recipients, friends of recipients and family
members.
Respectfully submitted,
Fiona McMillin
Chair, Calgary Branch in Alberta

Some of the quilts made in Calgary.
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Climax
2013 was a busy year for us. It is proving how successful this organization is. Word of mouth is
amazing for spreading the news of Victoria’s Quilts Canada. We sent out a total of 247 quilts to
cancer patients in this province. An increase over last year again. It is thanks to our Friends Groups
who make the quilts from kits that our committee makes up and sends to them, that we are able to
keep providing these quilts. This year we managed to provide them all ourselves.
I’m also very involved with the local quilt guild, so wearing two
hats I challenged each group - the Border Line quilters (we all
live along the border with the US, we’re not borderline!!!
although sometimes we question that) and the Victoria’s Quilts
Climax branch to a Jelly Roll Race. The store where ‘our’ (VQ)
stash is and the Senior’s Center where the Border Line
Quilter’s meet are kitty corner to each other. So, one Saturday
we met and I handed out jelly rolls and away we went. Lots of
fun, comparing quilts, running across the street (we’re a very
quiet community so no traffic to worry about) lunch together
and prizes along the way. We made ten quilt tops that day in a
very short time and had lots of fun too.
The guild also helped me pin into sandwiches for quilting 20 quilts last September. They also sew on
bindings for us which is most helpful.
Fundraising is an important part of our function - to enable us to buy all the materials and shipping
costs for these quilts. We had a unique prairie fundraiser in late winter. A gentleman by the name of
Everett Baker was employed by the Co-op of SK between the 1940's to the 1960's and during his
travels around the province he documented with still photos, everyday people doing everyday things.
These slides are now in the archives of the Saskatchewan Historical Society and communities can
request a slide presentation of the slides that were taken in their community. So we had a very
enjoyable afternoon in my local community hall with around 60 people there, watching slides from the
communities along our ‘south line.’ We treated it as though we were all in someone’s house, making
comments about these old pictures with people that many recognized and some that were able to be
identified correctly for the SHS. Coffee and squares were on a serve yourself basis - just as though
we were having a big visiting party. We did a couple of ‘loonie’ auctions for quilts that we could not
use for VQ’s and some door prizes.
We successfully held our fourth annual Dessert Night fundraiser with a
speaker from Regina - Dionne Warner, an eight time cancer survivor.
Tables were once again set by 21 volunteer ladies, each with a different
theme. Really neat to see all the ideas. Raffles, silent auctions, door
prizes and as last year, a loonie auction for a quilt that was donated to us
specifically for this occasion. This year we also added a ‘Heads or Tails’
game (again an idea stolen from Ducks Unlimited) with one winner at the
end for a prize. The committee member that volunteers each year to
gather all the raffle items and the silent auction items is an amazing
person and we are very lucky to have someone who is willing to do this
onerous chore. Once again we cleared over $8,000. The cost of the hall
rental, the lunch and drinks (tea, coffee, juice) is donated by local business
and we are grateful that we have such giving communities.
We have been extremely lucky this year. There has been a new branch started on the other side of
our province and they look after the communities round them. The Manitoba branch closed during
this year and we have been the very lucky recipients of some of their supplies. This has helped
immensely the cash outlay for supplies.
I took the last three months of the year off for health reasons and thanks to an efficient committee, the
making and delivery of quilts carried on as usual. So, many thanks to my committee!
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Hopefully this year we can organize another sewing day and maybe another challenge. Our Annual
Dessert night this year is already planned and we are really happy that the ladies who are responsible
for The Breast of Friends cookbooks have consented to come down here to give a presentation.
Most appropriate.
Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Dumontel
Chair and Quilt Request Coordinator
Climax Branch in Saskatchewan

Harrowsmith
This is our fourth year and we grow every year We have a gentleman who has recently joined us and
a great new member. As well three more fantastic ladies have joined us. The dedication this group
has makes me so proud! There is nothing they will not do. The group works very hard on fund
raising and what a thrifty bunch we are when it comes to buying supplies. We, the members of the
Harrowsmith Branch would like to thank the many people who donate funds and materials to our
cause in a charitable effort to help keep us going. We would like also to thank Victoria's Quilts
Members of the Board for all their efforts and hard work to keep this charity thriving. Thank you also
to all the branches who work so hard and are there for us if anything is needed.
Judy, one of our members made the branch a beautiful quilt, and we are so thankful and proud to
display the quilt at meetings and special gatherings. We planned a two day get together were we
shared a delicious pot luck lunch and spent time cutting out quilt sets. We reached 26 sets in the two
days which we than distributed to members to work on. What a great project and we are planning
another in the near future.
The branch for the fourth year celebrated our Christmas lunch in December. Each member pays for
their own lunch and instead of exchanging gifts we each put the money we would spend in an
envelope to give to a needy family. See what a great group I have as I am sure other branches are
the same, passing on good will and love.
We commit to another year of having the privilege to supply quilts to the brave people who struggle
with cancer, so they will have comfort and know we care! God Bless!
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Scala, Chair
Harrowsmith Branch in Ontario

Kawartha Lakes
The Kawartha Lakes Branch is “up and running” with upwards of 75
eager, dedicated volunteers. We are able to produce and distribute
quilts. As of December 2013 over 1,350 quilts have been delivered. As
well, 67 finished quilts and 45 tops were delivered to Ottawa for
distribution.
Sewers meet monthly in our Loblaw’s rented workshop where kits can be
picked up for home sewing. B&B (backing and batting) happens monthly
at Pam’s studio (member). From there the quilts travel to our “longarmer”. Binding happens at members’ homes.
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We had a very successful lunch-room at the September Bobcaygeon Quilt Show with a profit of over
$1,300. The year 2014 sees a “Giant” yard sale in May, a donated quilt to be raffled at June A.G.M.
and plans for a cookbook, featuring members’ recipes and quilt patterns, and a quilter’s calendar
and/or fashion show.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Atkinson, Chair
Kawartha Lakes Branch in Ontario

Kemptville
The Kemptville Branch of Victoria’s Quilts Canada had another successful year providing comfort to
cancer patients. Over the course of the year 124 quilts were made by the ever industrious quilters,
57 quilts were delivered in the Kemptville area and beyond, and 40 quilts were given to the National
Office for distribution.
In 2013 our main fund raiser was a quilt raffle. Two quilts, which were “under construction” by our
former President, Maggie O’Brien when she lost her battle with cancer, were donated to the
Kemptville Branch. Various members of the branch had a hand in finishing the quilts and preparing
them for the raffle. The raffle draw took place at our December Bee.
During the year our Branch was invited to four events where we were able to promote VQC. The first
event was in June at the Upper Canada Village Quilt Show where we were invited to set up our
display in the vestibule of Christ Church. The Show was a two day event and very well attended. A
number of our members took turns staffing our display.
Also in June we were invited to the Senior’s Tea at the North Grenville Library where our President
Colette Stanisci gave a very informative talk about our mission and the work we do. Then in July we
attended the Merrickville Car Show where Krown Rust Proofing shared their tent with our display. In
December we were in Merrickville again at Christmas in Merrickville. VQC Kemptville was very well
treated at all four venues where we were also permitted to sell our quilt raffle tickets.
Another way we are raising funds is with our Fund Raising Table at our working bees. Some of our
members donate hand made items which they price, and take home after the meeting if they don’t
sell. This endeavour has been working well and continues to add to our coffers.
Our Branch is fortunate to be able to use the St. John’s United Church Hall in Kemptville under the
auspices of their Outreach Program. We meet there on the third Saturday of each month except for
July and August. In return the Branch members have provided tinned meats for the church to use for
their community lunches.
There are about fifty members of the Kemptville Branch and there are usually about 30 in attendance
at the monthly working bees. During the bees there are tables set up around the hall where the
members can set up their sewing machines. As well, tables in the centre of the hall are used to pin
the quilts. At each bee we stop for lunch and fellowship. In December and May we have a tradition
of holding a pot luck lunch. After the meal we hold a quilt show where all the quilts brought in that
day are admired.
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The Kemptville Branch has embraced the changes as directed by the VQC Board of Directors and
continues to follow our mission of providing hand-made quilts to people with cancer.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine MacNaughtan
Secretary/Communications
Kemptville Branch in Ontario

Members of VQC Kemptville Branch, Betty Milne, Lera Armstrong
and Marg Coffell check through some donated fabric at the
December working bee.

Laurentian
2013 the year of the tiger (Chinese astrology). What a year!
We started the year moving back to our first work place of 6 years ago. The Community Hall of Grace
Church in Arundel welcomed us back. We had to find storage space for what we require to make our
quilts. We did find a way to store our needs. We did thank the people from Résidence Vallée de la
Rouge in Huberdeau for their warm welcome and for the time we spent with them, much appreciated
by all our volunteers.
During 2013 we achieved our 300th quilt. Such talent for quilting, creativity in pattern choices, an eye
for colours and a determination that we are comforting cancer patients that is what are ladies have.
Our work days are work of arts, the ambiance that reign is uplifting, and the camaraderie is hearth
warming. We have ladies that would not miss it for the world. Our volunteers are angels to all cancer
patients in the Laurentians. We will continue what we are doing until medical researchers find a cure
for cancer. In God we trust. Gloria works very hard at coordinating deliveries, Shirley keeps our
books in line and Heather and Kathy keeps coffee and tea warm especially on cold days. We have
46 volunteers that come on an average of 25 at each of our work days. It was a good year for us all
and we will continue.
Respectfully submitted,
Claudette Smith Pilon, Secretary
Laurentian Branch in Quebec

Moncton
The New Brunswick Branch of Victoria’s Quilts delivered 606 quilts in 2013. This was thanks to the
efforts of helpers in Bathurst, the Miramichi, Saint John, Quispamsis, Sussex, Cambridge-Narrows,
Fredericton, Grand Falls and Moncton. The bulk of the quilts and deliveries are still done in Moncton
but the friends groups throughout the province are carrying more of the load every year.
We received a donation of 189 banker’s boxes of quilting cotton from the family of Solveig Wells,
following her death from cancer last spring. Solveig told her husband that she wanted her fabric to go
to us. What a gift! Many pieces were 5 metres. We are set for cotton for awhile.
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We made a calendar with pictures of some of our quilts and used it as a fundraiser. The calendars
cost us $6.00 each to make and we sold them for $12.

We continue to cater two card party lunches, one in the spring and one in the fall. We had our annual
yard sale in early September and our bus trip last July. We had two raffle quilts, one in the spring and
one in the fall. The gals on the Miramichi gave us a donation of $200, from their SWEAR JAR. They
have a 25 cent fine at their sew days for inappropriate language! We adopted the same system in
Moncton. Some of our gals asked if you could pay it forward. They wanted to pay $5.00 when they
were having a bad day and be able to just let it all out!
When we get together we have a lot of laughs, we share a cup of tea, often someone brings goodies
and we share what is happening in our lives. We are like a family. We believe in what we are doing
but we also enjoy doing it. How blessed we are that we can do something we love and bring comfort
to others.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sunderland, Chair
Moncton Branch in New-Brunswick

Moosomin
2013 was a great year for the Moosomin Branch. We became a Branch in March of 2013, and we
delivered our first quilt March 14, 2013. From March 14 to December 31, 2013 we have delivered 89
quilts. We have over 30 members, as well as others who donate quilts but are not members.
Moosomin Branch held our first fundraiser on September 27,
2013. It was a huge success! We held a guest speaker/dessert
evening with an attendance of just under 200 people. This
included almost 30 men! We had silent auction items as well as
6 live auction items. All of these items were donated by local
area people. The tables were decorated by various groups from
the community, an idea that the Climax Branch passed on to us.
Our guest speaker was Dionne Warner from Regina, SK. She
is an amazing lady who is
an 8-time cancer survivor.
A book has been written
about the story of Dionne
and Graham Warner titled
“Never Leave Your Wingman”. It is a must-read for everyone, a
story of love and hope. We even had a bagpiper play “Amazing
Grace” right after Dionne spoke. After all was said and done,
the Branch had raised over $7,700. Not bad for our first
fundraiser! This has been so exciting for us, and allows us to
continue to bring warmth and comfort to those in our area.
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We meet once a month in the small town of Wapella at the United Church, and once a month in
Moosomin at Shirley’s Sewing Room. Regularly we have 10 to 12 ladies who join us for a full day of
sewing and quilting. We also prepare kits that many ladies take home to sew, and they return them in
a timely fashion. We are fortunate to have two members in particular, Winona Hovind and Sharon
Baker, who have a large quilt machine and who offer to quilt some of our quilts for no charge. We are
truly blessed with this! It is our goal to have at least a dozen quilts in inventory at all times.
It has been an exciting first year for us, and we look forward to our continued volunteer work for
Victoria’s Quilts Canada.
Respectfully submitted,
Sheryl Garrett, Chair
Moosomin Branch in Saskatchewan

Neepawa
Neepawa Branch started in the fall of 2013. We met and talked to the Chairman and Secretary of
Moosemin Saskatchewan Branch and with their encouragement and generous donations of quilt tops
and batting we started out to raise money for backing.
We took part in an Epicure fundraiser selling pre-packaged spices for making dips that came in a bag
with a small recipe cookbook. We kept $5.00 for every bag sold and made around $100. We
submitted a press release to the two local papers which was favorably received in the community.
Letters were sent out to the local service clubs and we received a few generous donations totaling
around $600.
Our Executive made a quilt for a fundraiser charity auction and received $150 donation to Victoria’s
Quilts Canada for making the quilt. The fabric and pattern were given to us and we completed the
quilt.
Our group has around 12 active members including the executive so Quilt Workdays are simple to
organize. We usually have the members come and do what they like most, sew, layer or cut fabric for
scrap quilts or kits.
Respectfully submitted,
Daphne Hall, Chair
Neepawa Branch in Manitoba

Okotoks
Hello to all fellow quilters,
2013 has been a memorable year for our branch in many ways. Two of our friends groups have
moved on to other endeavors. We will miss Stavely and the Okotoks daytime group who have
contributed countless hours to the cause. Health, age and other commitments take their toll over time
but we do appreciate the wonderful effort made by these ladies and the others who pick up the pace
when we need them to. Our branch distributed 242 quilts in 2013 and they were sent all over Canada
even though our designated area is southern Alberta. Our High River friends group was hit hard by
the flooding in June, many of our ladies losing the entire contents of their basements and some even
worse. The quilting community in southern Alberta was very generous in donating fabric, sewing
machines and funds to help replace what was lost. These resourceful ladies were back quilting for
Victoria’s Quilts by September and are really to be commended for being able to think of others when
their own lives were in such turmoil. A quilt is such a warm hug and High River was blanketed by
quilts for flood victims that were sent to individuals and small businesses from across Canada. To
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come across a lovely quilt draped over a chair in a shop that is housed in a temporary location and to
see how much that meant to the shop owner was heartwarming. It makes the work we do for
whatever reason so meaningful.
th

On a happier note, our branch celebrated our 10 Anniversary in September with a picnic on the
prairie (in the rain) and a wonderful time was had by about 25 people. It’s good to celebrate the
accomplishments of our dedicated volunteers.

We made quilts of “10” (ten colors, blocks, flowers etc.) and had a
contest to determine the best of show which was a lot of fun. The
picture depicts the winning "quilt of 10".

Our funding this year came from donations, service clubs and the Christmas market so ably managed
by our friends group in Nanton. The High River ladies emptied a widowed man’s basement (before
the flood) and then held a garage sale with all the proceeds going to Victoria’s Quilts.

Here are a few of our Nanton ladies quilting in the new sunroom
of our friend Carol. Don’t they look like they are enjoying what
they do? We all do and thanks to our National office for keeping
this ministry alive and well.

Respectfully submitted,
Jacquie Rhodes, Co-chair
Okotoks Branch in Alberta

Portland
Our small group of eighteen members is blessed to have such a supportive community in which to do
our work. We are more into saving money than raising it. We are all careful shoppers and try to
stock up during sales; thus we reduce the need to fundraise on a regular basis.
We are fortunate to have free space for our meetings and donations of fabric and money helps a
great deal. We have tried a variety of ways to raise funds, some of which we felt that the moneys
raised did not justify the amount of work involved.
The most popular fundraiser with our members and the community seems to be our Craft and Bake
Sales.
Respectfully submitted,
Margery Henderson, Chair
Portland Branch in Ontario
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Renfrew
As usual Renfrew has been busy this past year. We are lucky to have had a few new volunteers join
our group. We welcome the new ideas that they bring to us.
The Renfrew Fair Ladies Division offered our
group space to do a display on what Victoria’s
Quilts Canada is all about and what we offer
cancer patients in Renfrew and area. We were
happy to be able to borrow the Banner from
National Office to incorporate into our display
and received a lot of feedback from the public.
Our friends at MyFM radio station have again
allowed Victoria’s Quilts Renfrew some
Community Partner time in the month of
February to bring awareness of our work to the
public.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Jamieson, Chair
Renfrew Branch in Ontario

Victoria
The Victoria Branch commenced quilt deliveries in May 2010. Our area is the province of British
Columbia and this year we have provided 233 quilts to people with cancer in BC. We hold two
monthly cutting and sewing gatherings, eat cookies and other things, drink coffee and have fun. Our
gatherings are held at two local churches and we are thankful for their generosity in allowing us to
use their halls.
Our quilting angels continue to make quilts and we have made many new friends within our branch.
We are lucky to have so many people donate cotton fabric to us for our quilts. It is from this
generosity that we are able to continue to fulfill our mandate.
The Great Little Box Company in Victoria continues to donate boxes for us to mail quilts! We truly
appreciate them!
We were fortunate enough to be approved for another year for the Thrifty Food Store Smile Card
Program where we receive 5% of the amount of groceries our members purchase. This has helped
to add to our funds.
We signed up to hold our own Purdy’s Chocolate sale that raised money to help pay for flannel
fabrics and batting.
Two of our retired Telus employees were kind enough to have their volunteers hours turned into
donations to our branch. We are very lucky to have them as members of our group.
The Summerland Material Girls Quilt Guild continues to supply us with quilt tops and donated another
17 this year! We are very grateful for their contribution.
We have a Friends Group that works out of Parksville (up island). The leader is Stephanie and she
keeps a group of about 30 women very busy. Parksville initiated an Epicure Fundraiser to help with
the expenses of the Branch. Their group fills requests in the Parksville – Nanaimo, BC area which
reduces our postage costs.
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The Victoria Quilters’ Guild holds a Quilt Show and Sale every two years and has made a significant
amount of money with their raffle. As they didn’t need additional money, the Victoria Branch applied
to run the raffle for this show (May 2-4, 2014). We are in the midst of all the efforts to distribute and
sell raffle tickets and hope that we are as successful as the Guild in our fundraising efforts. We have
three beautiful quilts as prizes for the draw.

We now have a professional banner! We’ll look so good
when we attend various venues.

We are so thankful to each and every one of the hard working ladies in our group!
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Magel and Elaine Crossley, Co-Chairs
Victoria Branch in British Columbia

Waterloo/Wellington
Our growth this year was in geographic territory which has translated to larger numbers, as we have
linked with deliverers in London, Fergus, and I have a deliverer willing to drive to Milton, Burlington
and places east of us but not quite into Toronto. Surprisingly our growth in number of requests was
not in our prime geographic area of Waterloo Region.
I suspect growth will happen in Waterloo Region soon. In the fall of 2013 we began to have more
quilters join our ranks. Prior to this time we were transforming sewers into quilters.
Our Branch had a booth during a local shop hop and had a very successful block challenge. We had
ten inch squares cut, for a donation of a loonie the square could be turned into a 12.5 unfinished
block and returned and your name would be entered in a draw. Pix Martin (ePix Studios) donated the
prize of a fifty dollar gift certificate to Creative Sisters, the store that offered us space for a display
during shop hop. We raised $75, had new quilters join our branch as members, and we have blocks
to make at least four quilts.
Fundraising was challenging in 2013, however we received two large sums of money, one from
Scotiabank as one of our members works for Scotiabank and can apply for a donation, and the other
large sum unfortunately came as memorial donations for a member who passed away in the spring.
We had a memorial sewing day for Ann, and began a number of quilt tops that were made in her
memory as well.
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As 2013 ended, we have members taking leadership roles in a number of areas, backing preparation,
pin basting, running sewing events, to name a few. Joanne Duff has modified the jelly roll race you
can find on the internet to be VQ size, and she is running Zippy Strippy events monthly at Creative
Sisters in Kitchener. The search is still on for more quilters, and a delivery coordinator.
While they may not be official friends groups, we do have a group of ladies in Woodstock who get
together under the leadership of Sandy Overholt and Joan Archer. The last day produced nine tops.
Linda Walker in Fordwich is working on new recruits in her area. Barb Cherrie works solo in
Southampton but produces beautiful tops for us regularly.
Our deliverers continue to grow, we have 13 angels who deliver in Hamilton, Brantford, Stratford,
Woodstock, London, Mount Forest, Listowel, Fergus, Guelph, Milton Action Georgetown as well as
Kitchener, Waterloo and Cambridge. As long as we have the quilts, deliverers and funds we will
continue supplying the wider geographic area. Cathy, who I think was our busiest deliverer in 2013,
wrote this short article for a local newspaper in St. Mary's. I will end with her lovely words.
JANUARY 31 - STREET LEVEL FAITH
Last week, I wrote about what gives us hope and how we can nourish that hope. I often wonder what
hope is ... that nebulous “thing” we look to ... that we cling to sometimes, to varying degrees and to
varying intensity. I have seen a lot of hope in the last 10 months, in the lives of some very courageous
men, women and children. I am a volunteer with Victoria’s Quilts (www.victoriasquiltscanada.com), a
charitable organization that makes and delivers quilts to cancer patients. Each chapter of Victoria’s
Quilts comprises a group of earthbound angels called quilters, who lovingly and tirelessly sew
countless quilts to keep up with the requests received. When a request comes in for the St.
Marys/London area, and the quilt is ready, it is passed along to me to deliver to the recipient.I have
been delivering quilts now for 10 months and it is an honour and a privilege to meet the quilt
recipients and to be allowed into their homes and lives at what perhaps is an emotionally delicate
time. I have been touched by their indomitable spirit and courage ... their positivity ... their hope. They
have been an inspiration to me ... a reminder to be grateful ... and to never take anything for granted.
I have been touched by their graciousness.I have also been touched by their gratitude. It seems like a
small thing, to deliver a quilt. And yet, each recipient has been quite overwhelmed with emotion and
gratitude when they receive their quilt. They are deeply touched that someone considers them
important enough, and loves them enough, not only to request a quilt for them ... but that total
strangers consider them important enough to make a quilt for them, and another stranger considers
them important enough to deliver it. They feel loved and cared about. At a time when they have had
to let go so much in their lives, it seems to mean so much to them that they are remembered ... and
still considered important. I love bringing them this joy ... this hope. I love listening to their stories ...
they are endlessly fascinating and, usually, full of happiness and gratitude. Victoria’s Quilts has said
that it is difficult to find volunteers to deliver quilts because many people find it uncomfortable to be
with cancer patients, some of whom may be terminally ill. But I find an incredible gift in what I do.
Most times, what is most important to people is that you “just show up” ... and the rest simply unfolds.I
have delivered 24 quilts since the beginning of May ... mostly to women, but also to 5 men and 3
children. Practically, the quilts keep them warm, as people become quite cold during their
chemotherapy treatments. But, really, the quilts are a beautiful symbol of love and hope. When they
wrap the quilt around their bodies, they can snuggle into the warmth and love and hugs of all those
people who hold them in their hearts. And stitched into the corner of each quilt is this verse from
Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and of good courage. Do not be afraid or dismayed, for the Lord is with you,
wherever you go.” May the Spirit of Love and Hope embrace you, and fill your days."
Respectfully submitted,
Sheila Goldsworthy, Chair
Waterloo/Wellington Branch in Ontario
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Victoria’s Quilts Canada – What Next?
My ardent prayer each day is that there will be a cure for cancer – that someone will discover how to
prevent it or stop it. However, until that day arrives, Victoria’s Quilts Canada will continue to fulfill its
mission.
And how will we do that? In any way that we can.
We will continue to encourage participation in this work through our branches and Friends of
Victoria’s Quilts Canada Groups all across Canada. We hope to open even more branches in other
communities in the coming year.
We will continue to get information about our work out to people in the community with the help and
support of the media, through public relations events, and as individuals.
We will continue to provide quilts to anyone in Canada struggling with cancer.
We will continue to provide opportunities for everyone to contribute through our Quilt-a-thons and
workshops.
We will continue to raise funds to support this work.
We will continue to seek support from the community.
And we will continue to come up with new ideas and initiatives to grow this organization – always
keeping in mind it is about people – people who are dealing with a dreadful disease – and people who
want to help by providing a quilt to bring physical and spiritual comfort.
We thank God that He has provided us with this opportunity to show His love to others.
God bless!
Betty Giffin
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Notes:

- 25 -

